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i And ſeeing love and deſire are the wings of 
te foul, by which it flies towards heaven, I 


doubt not but the devout. ſoul will here find 
” thoſe attractives that will inſenſibly draw it 

'  thather ; for what can more engage our affec- 
tions, than the defire of beholaing that bright 
eternal excellency, who is altogether deſirous, 
and whom the church deſcribes as fairer than the 
1 of men ! And if he was fo in the days 

his humiliation, how much more gloricus i 
on the throne being crowned with glory and 


. oc, as the AN to the. Hebrews Jens 


But although glorious things be ſptken of th 
-_- Oo of God, which. is repreſented to us as a 
it eternal excellency, and the joy of many gene 
1 rations ; yet after the largeſt deſeriptions, w 
dall be forced io acknowledge, when we com 
1 the to heaven, what the queen of Sheba did, whe f 
| 3 ww ſau the glory of —— that the balf ha 
. been told. „ „ 7 


2 


F: | 3 2 awever, . 15 ; a. t engage 0¹ 

; 1 hearts, and raviſh our affections, and to mak 

i mY Pas cry out with David, How BK are th; 
Wh cabernacles, O Lord of. e 59 8 


A 9 


8 du n love and deſire carries us « after th h 
q which we apprehend to be amiable and lovely 
er is 2 paſſion of the foul, whereby it He. 
6 { far, "WM 2 1 2 it 2 / 


0 70 RPA R E A D x N. 1 
evil. And this paſſion works as fre ugly th * bi 
,. as love and deſire does in others; 

1d to-theſe the wiſtens of bell may be as us 1 

, t6 afright em from it, as the uiſiuns af ©? j 
ever, to draw the others io it. Here you 

ay, was? were, lay your ear re the mauth of | 
ophet, and hear the deleful lamentations of 1 
boſe r that thro* a vain purfait 1 
Yul pleaſure, have brought upon Bee, 
oi, miſeries. Here you may ſee how yt | 
tterly lament thoſe torments it is los Jate is 

„. Aud theſe ſban ld, te all wiſe confiering - 
near, be looked on as. ſo many ſea· mar is, 4 

n arhers to wh * r | 


>the Gvingial de deut 44 ; be | — | 1 
he toriments: of - bell Ea<hich- are: here: Ja bi er 
eeribed mne any ſonls-t6, ge. into the | ark, 1 

brit chu, and e au the . to c. 
wil be an i e —öÜOð—»ꝛ—x 


Nor te any: one 1 db har this4i 4. 5 
wvered under the Jinmnlitude of a wiſran? for. 61 
ng a8 the truth hereii conueyed, art a 

| of faith, the dreſs in which 
Aiden d with: 
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F.. 0 de bey to heaven has been 2 taking 1 un 
Is ger the Tee of a dream, why ſbould no 


the journey's end be as acceptable under the ſi 


| l. of a viſion? Nay, why fhould it nc 


be more acceptable, ſinee the end is preferabl 
e the means, and heaven to the way tha 
Wings us thither 9 The Pilgrim met with ma 


| i ! * my difficulties, but here they are all over: AM 


forms and np 1 are e in JO 


1 * 3 4 


Te us. ſay no e 10 5 but n moun 

pen the golden wings of faith an 

"Fad je the winter is paſt, and the rai 

is over and gone; the flowers appear on th 

085 the time of the ſinging of birds is come 

And the voice of the turtle is heard in ou 

land; Tea the bleſſed Bridegroom of our foul 
"calls to us, Ariſe, my Love, my fair One, an 

come away. Which, Reader, that thou'maye 

| make e 25 15 the. Are and n of, 


27 by foul 's velluiſter, 
* B. 


od-to, puniſh ther, vg yy fey thigk/ heir; 


250 demſelves that there is has. : ahg 


et themſelves to ſtudy for e 
heir & opinion, v ey are with 
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ing to believe. It was with.« one 859 i; fort 
of brotes (for they are fearce worthy of the 
name of men) that I had the unhappineſs to 
de acquainted; who would be continually In 
[01 colcazing on me, That there was geither God 
kor Aevil, heaven nor befl ; and that thoſe 
LED things were only the politic inventions of 
bach as were willing to keep the world in 
awe: juſt (ſays he) as we talk of bug bears 1c 
ft affighten' children. It was not withotit ho 
bor and trembling that 1 firſt heard this dif: 
$ courſe; and therefore I uſually left him, when 
71 50 3 upon theſe topics ; but his ſpeak 
ing of them to me ſo oſien, at laſt prevailed 
vich me to conſider what grounds he had for 
* 1 — 2 he ſaid; and from this time T found m 
s i mind perplexed with ſo much trouble and 
1 a that I could hardly bear up under it 
fbr l knew not how to make our to my ow 
0 fatsfaftion, thoſe truths, 1 which before appear 
e to me ſelftevident. Febuld not. think ther 
|: was ng, God, but with "the greateſt hortor 
ber called in queſtion 'the truth of his being 
I wobld not baud partecd with * * 
1 heaven, to have been made 
[8 warld; sod yet 1. pon rg i 
| RES any fuch place or ſtate ; aud I. bug 


dad wherker there was a he 
li "be 1 time thou _—_ 15 1 


20 mY Phiis* was ty nin. 
2 with appatent- cotiradifions 2 _ 


— 
— Re 
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e, bre. and” "Hel. 8 N 


bund l was involved in a labyrinth of e 
ſion, out of which I had no clue to 1 ä bb 
te myſelf: . In this perplexed condition, $55 
ent 40 my falſe friend, to ſee what coi has. 4 
could adminiſter to me: (which was uh 
aul's going to the witch of Endor, when 
od had forſaken him) but what he ſaid, did 
ore confound than ſatisfy: me. Hie indeed 
ughed at my fears, pretended to pity. oy 
reakneſs, and ſeemed, to hug himſelf in abs" 
eedom and liberty which he enjoyed. B 
od me, he was never moleſted in mw 2rof 1 1 
tion of what he had to do, by the-frighyval - I 
prmo's of a future ſtate, or of an aten er 7 
oning; that nature was the great miſtreſs of _. 
e oniverſe, and that therefore he followed 
er dictates; 26d that all the care he took, was, 
d.to live here, that whet his duſt ſhogld be 
ext impregnated, it might be into ſome de- 
ghtful ſpecies of beings : which would like 1 
iſe in a great meaſure be owing to be place 
f his burial ; for if he were burieg af 
hurch, or; laid up in a Vault, 1 2 2 f 
is duft might be turned into W 3 toads, 
lerpents ; ; and therefore he ed ai be 
pried in a field or garden, if he equld, that pf 
| wk his aſhes might ſpring up in eargas. 4 
thal flowers,” which was the wimoſt haps 4] 
| ner s heitould|propoſe to himſelf; and: end 
* vole well Gtisfied to find all theſe fprrrts-. 1 
175 ” ot Rd polled o 5 ectad”, 4 


$1 1 i the We] bewies er W A 
further, be affirmed, that for ought he knew 

in the various: metamorphoſſs Is of nature, h. 

il - might ſome ages thenee, again impregoate 

human body; ; as s he believed he had — me 

1 Ec ond „ 5" + 

| 1: 


[| . I then ** the ee again all thi 
| 1 ſtern 5 but he ' exploded that 
38 being” on the engine, by which-poliri 
2 ough# about theft deſigns + and mt: 
76 a God by the ſcriptures, *was the: if 
Hing as to pfove the divine __—_ of th 
bee, by mr pang of 'n God.” | 


"Theſe Antcerrle⸗ of hs; puning we kun 5 
aer doubts, I becatne ſo uneaßy, that m 
1 99 a durthen to me; I dreaded to be le 
to the belief of thoſe curſed notions, and, y 
Wey contitivally run in my mind: I-withed 
+ thouſand times I had never heard them, af 
3 yet they were ever before me. What! (ſald 
to myſelf) is all my hopes bf heaven nothin 
1 Hut a wein men 7 Have I ferved God q 
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[+ Boop ? Or rather, have 1 fancied one, wheli 
there is no ſuch being? Ir is impoſſible to t 
a agonies 1 felt, vpon my giving . = 
| Tach _— as eſe; Pak _ 8 
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If, 10 K. a PS 70 this e i, 7 
8 wy the truth * n SR e 
e hs, 1 tak a RO TIC wall y- 
f and in order thęreugto, went aut ones 
orning to an adjacent wood, where 1 in» A 
2pded to act this bloody trage; which, ag I 
was about to commit, methought 1 heard a 1 
eret whilper, ſaying, O Epenetus, + Plunge 1 
not thyſelf in everiathng Hiiſery, to gta 4 
thy ſoul's worſt enemy: tn faral ſtroke... 5 
thou art about to give, ſeals up thy- on 
damnation: for if there be 4 God, as {arc — -þ 
there is, how can you; hope for mer V ew = 
bim when you thus wilfully- deſtroy . 
nage: From whence this ſecret lilies"! 
me, I knew-not, but do believe ir wa 
atal for I am ſure it came with. 15 
wer, it made me fling away ah wry 
Sth which L had deſigned to off vigleng 
w-own, life x and ſhowed mie in a thy 4 
AY theregf. The horror. of. R 
arbarous intention et all my hints 3 tem) 
ling, that 1 *cauld hardy ztand : and then 3 
ie fatal pꝛecipice of my deſigned deft Jo! J 
ry as repreſented to me in thar zbafat, wien, 
greaſpat 3 could not but acknow leds im Bred 4 
haffvee to tbe the work of ſome .invilidle. * 


e 10 
ſous... OCR: ol 5 


8 i 12 Viſions of Heaven and; Hell. 


| | © neſs; but let the Sun of plory ſhine upo 


* 3 Eweſſes — not but * to ee 


8 
* - 2 Cap) 


7 Warn 
* >< * 
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bim thanks; ſo I kneeled down 1 25 th 
ground, and ſaid, 


=O 3: thou inviſible a as, which 
275 though, unſeen, by man, beholdeſt all his 
© a&tions, and who haſt with-held me- from 
© the defacing of thine image, I give thee 
humble thanks: yes, O thou ſovereign Be 
© ing of all beings, I give thee thanks that ] 
am till alive; and able to acknowledge there 
18 ſuch % Being O do not hide thyſelf from 
my beholding, in ſuch thick clouds of dark 


* me, and chaſe away the blackneſs of my be 

"I" nighted ſoul.: that I may never more que 
on thy being or omnipotence, which 

4 have had this moment ſo men pI 


"Vat? * 


Fs 8 = 3 | 4. 


Then ag an my ian,” 1 went 30. 
fir me down upon a bank, my mind bein 
greatly faken up with the endearing thought 
of that eternal goodneſs that had ſo emigent]) 
4 bn me from the dreadful guiph: of everlaſtÞ 
ig ruin When, I was juſt a going to plung 
| mytelf into ie, And now methought I coul. 

not but ad that I ſhould be fo ſottiſn alfic 
to call in queſtion the being of a Deity; which 
3 every creature was a witnels of; and Wbich e 
man's own conſcience, more ian A e 


Noi 


2 f 


nee. „ une wa; e | bY as % 1 8 
o whilſt my thoughts were taken ups. 
h W ele meditations, as I ſat upon the 
k, I was ſuddenly ſurrounded with.;a. glo- 
vs light, the exceeding brightneſs, 1 
8 ſuch, As Lhad never, ſeen 9 HO: like J 7 1 
before, this, both ſurprized a ed me, — 
d whilſt IL was wondering — —— hence gig 
e, I aw coming towards, me a glorious. 
pearance, repreſenting, the perſon of a mans 
0 circled round ahout with lucid beams o 5 
expreſſible light and glory, which Arreamed * 
m him all the way he came: his count 
ce was very awful, and yet mixed Wan 
h an air of ſweetneſs, as rendered it ex- 
mely pleaſing, and gave me. ſome ſcgfet 
pes he came not to me as! an enemy, and _ 
I knew not. how. to. bear his bright ap 
trance; and endeavouring to ſtand upon 
feet, I ſoon found I had no more ſtrength © 
me, and ſo fell flat down upon my. face. 
by the kind aſſiſtance of his arms I. Was J 
n ſet upon my feet again and w,ftreagth- J 
Ws put into me, which I ſoon-perceiving, ad- A 
ſt myſelf to the bright form! before 7 
ing, O my ſhining feliverer he haſt in 
igorated my Feeble body; und reſtored me 
new life, how ſhall Þ acknowledge my 
ic hankfulneſs and in what Re 13. 
dre 'thee ? N r ee N | 
e Which he replyed, both with an zit bf 1 
jeſty and en, # | Pay hoy dong W 
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; |." Abthorg thy kts 20d es, | 
l am thy fellow os ans and ati ſetyt by bi 


i my ewn unwerthinefs, that my fort er 
gh 1 reſted within me, and J could not forbe 


der vriboundeU 


8 „thought bir moſt fare, the ſhare is b 


1 * wilt threxghaet 
' F 0 me from him who would wh fond, betr 
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/ 4whdſe very being thou buſt fs lately denie 
to ſſtop thee from falling into tit eternal rui 
eren thou wert going to plunge rhyſel 
This touched my Heart with ſich a” on 


.crying out, O * utter ly utiworthy am [i 
al this grave and mercy ?” . 
To which the henvenly meſſenger replie 
* "The divine Mijlty, dvcs" hot cenfün 
4 thewing mercy, 3 e. 1 but 
and mcomp 
, { henſible love: he faw with how much n 
+ Te, the grand enemy or fouls defired 1 
rum, ant let him ge on with hopes of ov 
"Cxoming thee, bit Mill upheld thee by 
8 power; through Which, when 8a 


* ken, and thou art efcaped. ''Theſe We 
| made we break forth in his eue apr = 


d who the-depths edis great hve can t 
"ris tempted ſinking foul from hell! 
O glory, Her 10 —— nme, 

{ etarorigy e 


| 


1.uo Gad would » 
The ie Lord is Gad, nal n Gude! | 


Kiffank: of Feet wo * N 
8 Well, fad this, heavenly viſion, * 
pleaſed. countenance, © That you. may. ne- 
ver doubt any mate af the realiny & F eternal | 
things, the end of my, coming 0. y, is W 
Icanvinge. you of the truth of them; 9 
faith only, but by fight alſo: for L will ſhew” 
you ſuch things as were never 3 ; 
by mortal ye ; and to that end, your ey@-. 

and made dnn to 
behold i UN material objedts.”” bo 

At theſe ſurpr iſing words of the anal); 1 - 

as. much aftonithed; and dapbied bow. BY 4 

onld' be able to bear it; and ſaid, to him, 

« O-my Lord, whois, huicen 5 

l ſight i? „ 
To which he repfled, *The Tha joy y oftihic Lord: 
tall be your ſtreugth.“ Aud when, he bad 
id thus, K Hide Fer 
not, for Lam ſont to ſhew thee. ings hep 
haſt not: ſoen : and before I was aware, I: -» 
und myſelf far above the earth ;: which 4 
emed to me a very ſmall and inconſidgtable 
oint, in gompariſen of that region, of. y- 4 
to which I was tranſlated: 

Then I ſaid to my bright condaitars. 9 I. 5 

not offend my Lord, 4 [ alk Allien * -1 

dof thee. 

Ta which he e Speak on: it is my. 
Fork 10 inform thee. of ſack; things which. 4 
Sou wa enguire of me: for I am a mini- „ 

ring e ent 9 ta wise 16 1. 1 


2 N. 
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8 and. 16 thoſe that ſhall be heirs of ſalvation 
then aid, would fain be informed wh: 
5  Yhat dark ſpot ſo far below" me is: which 
grew. less and leſs, as I was mounted bighe 
| 0 higher 8 and. appears much darker, fine: 
Icame into this region of Rebe d 
Phat little ſpotz; anſwered my enge 
den now looks I dark and contemptible, i 
that world of which you were ſo lately an in 
habitant: here you may ſee how little all tha 
- world appears, for a ſmall part of which 
many do unweariedly labour, and lay out al 
their ſtrength and time to purchaſe i it. 'Thi 
is that ſpot of earth that is cantoned and ſub 
divided into ſo many kingdoms, to purchaſ Po 
one of which, ſo many horrid and baſe villa 
| ' nies, ſo many bloody and unnatural murder 
have been cofnmitted: yea, this is that ſpe 
of earth, to obtain one ſmall part 'whereo 
ſo many men have run the hazard of loſing 
nay, have actually loſt their precious and im 
mottal ſouls; ſo precious, that the Prince © 
"FRY has told us, That' though one man con 
ain the whole, it could not \countervail: 
great a hſs. And the great reaſon of thei 
folly is, decavſe they do not look to thing 
above for, as you well obſerved as 5 
ſcended nearer to this region, the world aj 
1 peared ſtill leſs, and more coniemptible; an 
fo it will do to all who can by faith once g 

. "their hearts above lit. Err "Re "the 2 


+ * 7 * * * 1 2 F 
wy ; * af * 0 2 
hs, . 5 e 
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io, 1 but ſee the world juſt a Fes bs - 4 
bie could: not cover it as they now d be 


ey, alas l are in 2 ſtate of bee , 
hich i is worſe they love to walk therein. For 

o' the Prince of Light came down amongſt | 
Ty and plainly ſhewed them the true lig 


Nor 

* life, (which, by his mitt giſters, 5 Nil 

4 ; nee) yet they go on in darkneſs, ES | 

'| Wot bring theraſelycs ghto the light, e 

N 0 heir deeds are evil. FOE 

eee, I aſked him further, what were 

oe multitudes of black and horrid forms” 

N LJ hover in the air above the world? which 

ue indeed ſhould have been much afraid of, but 

"I e they. fled; parbaps - 
not being able 10 abide eee — 
bich you are arrayed: 


| ug. To this be mat: wa, 1 
de fallen and apoſtate ſpiriis, which f Reis 
wide and rebeltion, were caſt down from . 
a and wander in the air, by. the-decree # 
de Almighty, being bound in chains af dir 
eh, N kept unto the judgment of the greet | 
| thenge they are permintied % 
ſcenc pork the world,. both "Hr the trial af 
e diet; and ſor the. copgemaniidn; of the 
n id. And though you now: ſos they kes 
and horrid forma, yet were they-gnoe- - 
he ſong of light; and were arrayed in robes- 
ugg brighmeſs lke What you bs 4 
_ The is of which, abongh it ue h 


$7" 


viſt Th * bee ve, Hell. 7 


3 of their own wilful fin, fills them wi 
Jage and malice againſt the ever-bleſſed Ge 
- whoſe power and' majeſty they fear and hat 
but having loft their innocence and glos 
they fly thoſe ſpirits thar have kept their ple 
tion, and til! continue their obedience to the 
great Creator; in which they are confirme 
LPT, the blefſed Son of God 
Epen. But tell me, faid I, O my Aer cor 
| Aductor. have they no hopes of being reconcil 
. eld to God apain, after ſome term of ney: 
2 at leaſt ſome of them? Ws he 

Ang. No, not at all, bald dez they are al 
Jof for ever: they were the firſt that ſinnedq 
and had no tempter: and they were all! 
once caſt down from heaven. Beſides, tb 

Son of God, the bleſſed Meſſiah, by who 

I alone Rfvation can be had,” took not up 

bim the angelic nature, but left the apoſta 
Angels all to periſh, and only, took upon hin 
elf the feed of Abraham. "And for this re 
fon they have ſo much malice againſt the ſor 
of men, whom it is a torment to them to ſe 
made heirs oof heaven whilſt they are doom 
0 be 1. 

By this ng we were got hows the Sur 
| whoſe vaſt and glorious body, above an bun 
© dred times far greater" than the a wy 
end round =— rear expanſe, wherein 
| ces. with ach a mighty (witt oth 5 
2 relate it, it would "appear: 2 dle t b 


* 83 
* e 
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1 Vun, of Fabse 25 Hell. 


conductor told me, this' mighty CY 
4 75 globe of fire, was one of the great 
orks of God, and of ſo fe ift a motion, it 
oved above a hundred: thouſand miles in 
at ſmall ſpace of time, we all an hour, — 
it always keeps its conſtant courſe, and 
ver has the leaſt ircegularity.i in its W 
its annual motion: and fo exceeding. be 
is in its body, that had not my viſive facul- 
been greatly ſtrengthned, I could not have 
held it: nor were thoſe mighty globes of 


ofe vaſt and extream height ten thouſand 


pear like candles in our fight; though eyery 
de of chem exceeds in magnitude the body 
the earth: and ſhould but one of thoſe vaſt 
dies fall, it would burn the world 0 Ein⸗ 
rs in a moment: and yet they hang wii 


po 
{ta 
hin 
re 
ſon 
oh 


2 of Zther, ſo thin, and of ſo great tetut". > 
, that nothing but his word, that firſt - 1 
4 them, could keep them in their ſtatien 
Epen. Theſe wonders are enough, ſaid 35 
a conductor, to convitce any one of the 
Suneat-power of their much more adorable Cre: 


e, we call the fixed ſtars, leſs n 2 3 


gues, at leaſt, above the ſun, makes them 


eir ſpberes without any ſupport, in apap | 


bunor; and: of the blackneſs: of that. mlidelity, + | 


»orgat can call in queſtion the being of a Goc, 

vdo has given the whole world fo many ans”. 
thaYjight. evidences of his power and glory; that 
bite not men like beaſts, {till looki pg Con, 


I 20 Viſions of Heaven 


ward, they could not but acknowledge b 
great power and wiſdom. © -- 
Angel. You fpeak what is true, reply'd H 
but you ſhall ſee far greater things than thei 


B Theſe all are but the ſcaffolds and outwort 


to that glorious building wherein the bleſſi 

above inhabit, that bouſe not made with hand 
eternal in the hegvens : A view of which (il 
far as you are capable to TALES 1 
now be given you. | 


Fi 2 of. Heaven and the Glory abe 


N HAT I had been told by my condy 
1 tor, L found good in a few moment 
j for I was preſently. tranflated into the gloria 
= manſions of the blefſed ; and ſaw ſuch thing 
it is impoſlible to repreſent, . and heard th 
raviſhing melodious harmony that 1 can n 
ver utter: Well therefore migbt the below 
apoſtie gt John tell us in his epiſtle, Now a 
we the ſons of God. and it doth nat yet appe, 
what. we hall bet Whoever has not ſeen th 
glory, can ſpeak but very imperſeRtly f i 
and they that have, cannot tell the thonſat 
part of what it is: And therefore the great 
poſtle of the Gentiles, who. te)ls vs: be bi 
deen caught up imo Paradiſe, where: he 
heard unſpeakable words, which is not: poſſi 


4 <4 
| a man io utter, gives us no other 4 


and the Glory thereof 2212 
t, but that eye has not ſeen, nor ear heard, | 
has it entered into the heart of man to 
Lceive the things\that God has laid up. for 

2 that love him. But I will give you the 
Fcowati can of what I ſaw and heard; 
1 of the diſcourſes 1 had with ſome: of the 85 
ſed, as near as I can remember....| *! x 
hen I was firſt brought near this glori- : 
palace, I ſaw innumerable hoſts of bright , 
>ndants, who welcomed me into that. bliſ - 
ſeat of happineſs, having in all" their coun- 
ances an air of perfect joy, and of the 
zheſt ſatisfaction. And there 1 ſaw that pet- 
t and unapproachable light, that aſſimulates 
things into its own nature; for even'the . 
11s of the glorified faints are tranſparent and 
pphanous. Neither are they enlightened by 

> ſun, or any created luminaries; but all 
at light, that flows with ſo much tranſparent 
ightneſs throughout thoſe beavenly manfi- 
s, is nothing elſe but emanations of the di- 
ne glory, in compariſon of which, the light 
the ſun is but darkneſs: And all the Juſtre  - 
the moſt ſparkling diamonds, the fire of 4 
rbuncles, ſapphires and rubies, anch che ot · 4 
t "brightneſs of the richeſt pearls, are but 
e dead coals in compariſon of its glory: 
d therefore called, The throne: of the God 
glory, wherein the radiant luſtre of the di- 
ne Majeſty is revealed! in the mou VA, 4 
* 5 


Piſco of Heaven : 
| The ineffable Deity, exalted on the h 


_—_— glory, receiving the adoratieh 
 * -of myriads of angels and faints, ſinging fo 
eternal hallelojahs and praiſcs to bim, was il 


bright an obje& for mortality to view. V | 


may he. therefore be called 157 Cd of g 


bor by bis glorious preſenee, he makes heavif 
S What it is. There being rivers of pleaſi 


7 . ſpringing from the divine ) 


and concitiating ehearfulneſs, joy a 


| ſplendor, to all the bleſſed inhabitants of H 
ven, the place of his happy refidence, 1 


ſeat of his eternal empire; wherein the divi 


Majeſty diffuſes the richeft beams. of his god 


\nefs and glory; and in which his choſen fail 
and fervants ſee, and _ his for- ever ada 
1 ble excellencies. 

Tor my own part, my vifive faculty was 


far too weak to bear the Jleaft tranſlucid 


at from that everlaſting Spring of light : 


glory which fat upon the throne, that J 


bi _ "forced to cry to my conductor, 1 


much glory is too great for frail mortality 


bear; yet is it fo refreſbing and delight 


-that I would fain behold it, though I die 


. 
* , 
* Fo * 1 * 


Ang. No, na, ſaid my conductor, death « 


& ters not within this bleſſed place: Here | 


and immortality reſide; nor ſin nor ſort: 


here have ought to do: For it is the glory 
this bappy place, to be for ever freed fro 


all that is evil mor without that. ExapaþM 


4 the bhsy reef. 


lefſedreſs, even here, would be imper- 
ratit But come along with me, and I wilt 
theo to one that is in the body, as thou 
with him converſe à while, till I diſpatch 


thee back again. N 
den. O rather, ſaid I with * eager- 
let me ſtay here: For here is no need af 
ling tabernacles; the heavenly manſions | 
ere ready fitted. 


o which my ſhining a replied, 
> in a while thou ſhalt be fixed for ever 


ift as a thought, he prefently:conveyed 


ped ſpirits, and then preſented me to that 

trious ſaint the great Elijah, who taber- 

ed in the world below fo many hundred 

paſt and gone; and yet me thought, ; ff 
him at the firſt ſight, as well as if we". 

deen eotemporaries. 

lug. Here is one (ſuid my 1 10 E- 


ity) who by commiſſian from the imperial 
bine, has been permitted io ſurvey theſe re- 
es of light; and I have brought him hither, 
h Mearn front thee wherein: its glory and its 


pineſs eonſiſts. 


dly do; for it is our meat and drink in 
ſe bleſſed regions, to do the will of God 
| of the Loren to Ms his ce *. ſerve 2 


er miniſtration, and then 1 will re- con- 


he divine Will firſt muſt be obeyed. - 4 
through thouſands of thoſe bright and 4 


Elijah. That, ſiys the prophet, 1 thath Þ 
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What account this great permiſſion and 


derſtand the ſaints in heaven are ignorant 


Fa 


* Elijah. What you have ſeen wad heard 
re 


mean of e not 4 anten to this glo 


ſeenſion to the weakneſs of 4 poor doubi 


him with the humbleſt adoration, Gag ing, I 
ſong, and honour, and glory, and power, 
unto him that 2 ts upon the throne, and to 
Lamb for ever and ever : For he has rede 
ed us to God: by his blood, out of every | 
dred, and tongue, and people, and ops, ; 
made us unto our God kings and prieſts. E 
fo Amen. And I likewiſe added my Amen, 
that of the holy prophet. — _ 
The prophet then enquired. of me, 


vilege was given to me; (By: which I 


what is done on earth; how then can pray 
be directed to them by: | 

I then rehearſed what I have here ſet do 
by way of introduction: at which the hl 
prophet broke forth into this exclamation 

Ehkjah. Glory for ever be aſcribed to 
that fits upon the throne, and ts the La 
for his unbounded goodneſs, and great con 


ſinner. — After which he ſaid, now give 
tention to what 1 ſhall ſpeak. And then 
thus began : 


ady, I am ſure you never can relate; ſo 
to make it be underſtood : For it is beyot 
what. eye hath: ſeen, or ear hath heard, 
what the heart of man is able to conceive; 


by, I F 1 
++ * : $ 4 1 4 4 
* L 0 * Pe * a j ” 2 ks 


and the Clory thereof. . 25 
ſtate, nor freed from their groſs Wb 


cr, bodies: nor is my being in the body here, 
0 objection to what I now. aſſert; for tho! 
ede ath not been ſubject to the common lot 
1 mortals, death; yet has it ſuffered fuch a 


nge, as has been in ſolne ſenſe equivalent 
reto; for it is made both ſpiritual and im- 
ible! and is now no more capable of any 
her ſuffering, than thoſe bleſſed angels are, 
t compaſs round the throne : and yet in 
> conſummate ſtate of happineſs, I cannot 
all that I enjoy ; nor do I know what 
| be yet enjoyed, for here our rde is 
ays new. ns 
penet. I then: agnoſtic of the bleſſed pro- 
t a little to explain himſelf, becauſe T un- 
Witood not how happineſs: could be perfect I 
| yet admit of new additions. For in the 
rid below, we generally think that what is 
fect, is compleatly finiſhed.” I humbly 
de, /aid I, what I ſhall ſay, may not be 
en as the effect of a vain curioſity, but that 
underſtanding may be cultivated, whien 
retains but dark ideas of theſe heavenly | 
gs. 
Elijah. To ſatisfy your doubting ſoul, and 
confirm your wavering faith, is the "chief 


eon of your being brought hither, through 
ro Permiſſion of the great Trinity: and theres 


2 I would have you till, as any doubt a- 
s in your breaſt, to make it | known — 


26 |  Fiftons Ie | 


But as to that which you object, that bag 
neſs cannot be compfeat, and yet admit 
new additions, I maſt tell you, that when i 
Poul and body both are happy, as mine T7 

' pre, I count it a conſummate ſtate of * 


gneſs: For thro' all the innumerable ages of 


ternity, it is the foul and body joined tageth 
in the bleſſed reſurrection- ſtate, that hall WM 
| the continued ſubject of this happineſs. 
jn reſpect of the bleſſed object of it, ir, which 
the ever adorable and bleſſed God, in whe 
beatifical viſion this happineſs eonſiſts, uM 
for ever new: for the divine perfections beiſ 
Infinite, nothing leſs than = carr be . 
ficient to diſplay their glory ; -which mak 
dur happineſs eternally. admit of new ad( 


b 7 tions; and by a necefſary canſequence . 


knowledge of it hall be eternally progrefl 
too—— And therefore it was not without n 


Do that the great Apoſtle of the Gentil 
# = Cho, in the days of his mortality, Was Ol 
mited bither as you are, affirmed, Eye l 
mii ſeen, nor hath ear heard, vor can at en 

onto the heart of man to conceive, whit 0 


4 Bail prepared for them that love him. 
pet the aye hath feen many admirable chi 
nin nature; it hath ſcen mountains of chry 


and rocks of diamonds, it hath ſeen mines 


F gold, and confls of pearl, and ſpiey iſa 


nnd het the eye, that hath Ten [o many u 
ers in de . could never 2 


the glories of this triumphant ſtare; and 
gh the eat of man hath heard many de- 
tfal and harmonious founds, even, all that 
and nature could ſupply him wich; 2 
re they never heard the heavenly melody 1 
ich here both faints and angels make be- 
the throne. And as the eye kath not 


than microcoſm is of fo fine and curious 
npoſure, that it can almoſt conceive an 
g that either is, or was, or ever mall be, 
the world below ; yea, what (hall never 
Man can conceive, thar over lone on 
h ſhall be turned: into the orient 
cla, "and every blade of grafs into tho 
ghteſt and moſt ſhining jewels: He can 
jecive, that evety particle of duſt ſhall be 
ned into ſilver, owt the whole. earth into 
aſs of pure and refined gold: He ean con» | 
ve, the air to be turned into cryſtal, and 
y ſtar advanced into a ſan; and every fan 
ouſand times more large and glorious than 
at th 4 now behold ir; And yet this is in- 
itely hort of what the high and eternal 

Ih (who is incompretienfible in alb bis 
is of wonder): bath here prepared for all | 
faithful followers. 


— 


| 7 the ay thereef.. „ 2 1 


nor ear heard, ſo neither can the heart 
man conceive them; and yet the heart f 
(che chiefeſt work of the all-wife Creator 


gut that you may renin! (added the prov 1 | 
* the beſt idea of our Ms 3 2 Fo 


28 Viſions of Heaven ; 
will briefly repreſent unts. you (for ages ſp 
in this celightful theme, would ſcarce ſuf 

to dell it you ar large) what ir is thoſe bleſ 
fouls, who through the glorious purchaſe 
our bright Redeemer, are brought hither, 
here:deifrvered from: And for your better 
detſtanding it, I ſhall endeavour to confo 
my. words 10 your capacity, by the comp 
ing things that are here above, to what y 
know below, although your eyes have ti 
you how. infinitely heavenly things tranſce 
whatever can be found-on earth. And int 
ſecond place, I ſhall repreſent (as far as ye 
capacity will bear it) what is that happily 
the bleſſed here enjoy. 

Firſt then, The ſouls of all oa bleſſed he 
are freed for ever, from whatſoever it is e 
make them miſerable ; the chief of whit 
you are not ignorant, is ſin: It is only th 
which brings the creature into miſery and 
tails it on him: The bleſſed God, at fir 

made all things happy ; all like himſelf, 1 
is ſupremely ſo; and had not ſin defaced 
beauty of heaven's workmanfnip, angels i 
men had never known what is meant by n 
ſery: It was ſin threw the apoſtate ang 
down to hell, and ſpoiled the beauty of. 
| lower World: It was fin defaced God's Im: 
in man's ſoul, and made the lord of the en 
tion a ſlave to his own luſt; and by fo doit 
WH mom bimſelf into an ocean e, 

| | | Al] 
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freed from temptations to it, which was i 
great unhappineſs : Satan got into- paradiſe 
tempt him, and he too fatally yielded to | 
temptations: he eat of the forbidden fry 
and fell; and by his fall, the human natu 
and conſequently his poſterity, are all corru 
ted: Sin, like a gangrene, having eat into 
human nature, and corrupted all manki 
And that corruption, which every mortal h; 
bours in his breaſt, is a moſt dangerous, a 
oft-times prevailing tempter. But here ea 
bleſſed ſoul is likewiſe freed from this: Wi 
devil here can tempt them, nor no corru 
tion enter; nothing. but what is pure al 
boly can find admiſſion here. No fly ſupp 
ſtions from that apoſtate ſpirit can moleſt 
here: that roaring lion, that below is in 
conſtant motion, till traverſing the earth, at 
ſeeking whom he may devour, . is, with 
ſpect to us in this bleſſed region of life 2 
immortality, bound faſt in everlaſting chai 
and ſhut up ſafe in an infernal priſon, doon 
ed to the vengeance of eternal fire, Nor h: 
te world, Av»hich by the fail. of man has le 
its beautyg ant: is degenerated into a ſhop! 
emptineſe and vanity,” and does by its b 
witching cÞa-ms, and falſe allurements, dra 
thouſapes to perdyion) be any more a tem 
ter to thofe bleſſed fouls. who have, throug 
faith and patience, overcome its wiles, l 
Nog aa the here. As en as iis tempt 
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and the Glory thereof. 
Js and allurements are to ſaints themſelves: 
> are ſtill militating with it in the world 
ow, we that are here: poſſeſſed of heavenly 
nſions, look with contempt on all terrene 
oyments: we are here got above the world, 
J all that it can tempt us with; and thro? 
blood of our triumphing Jeſus; have. got 
victory over it, as thoſe bright palms, we 
r, do evidence. There is nothing here that 
diſturb our peace, but an eternal calm 
wns all our happineſs, being freed from 
and all temptations to it. And as a con- 
ence hereof, 4 
hirdly, We are here freed Gong a el. 
s of ſin, and that is puniſnment; which 
ſe that are confined to the dark regions of 
nal miſery are ever groaning under, as 
t which they cannot bear, and yet as that 
ich they muſt ever ſuffer. It was ſin that 
ered death into the world below, 2 by 
ven's high decree, is the juſt wages 
every mortal finds : bur through che = 
ſt'of the Prince of life, the Lamb of God, 
n from the world's foundation, wha by his 
ng overcame both death, and him that had 
power thereof, the devil triumphing over 
and death; and hell; ſin, death, and hell 
baniſhed hence for ever: for which eter- 
ſongs of praiſe and triumph are ever ren. 
ed to his holy name. = 
hoſe: are the things (continued the great - 


nne 


| Eo Haas, ee 
1  prophary wears i in this bleflad ſtate delive 
om; and yer theſe make up but the k 
Nr of the happineſs of heaven our joys 
 paſitive, as well as privative: And what thi 
are, L now proceed to ſhow you. 
E We here enjoy the beatific: viſion, t 
bleſſed ſpring and eternal ſource: of all 0 
happineſs: but what this is, I can no more d 
elare, than finite creatures comprehend infit 
ty: only we find that ir continually irradia 
eur underſtandings, and fills our ſouls: wi 
joy unſpeakable and full of glory; and: wi 
a love ſo flaming, that. nothing but the bk 


Rd Author of it can ſatisfy; nor not eternity 


ſeif can terminate: it is the re ſlecting brig 
neſs of the divine Preſence, and tranſ{cende 


by glorious emanations of his goodnels, th 


i the life of our lives, and the. ſoul of « 
fouls, and the heaven of heavens ;- and! i 
which makes us live, and love, and ſing, a 
gui for: ever; and which: trawsforms: « 
| into his blefſcd likeneſs: The ſainrs'! 
law, whit they are travelling. towards 
bieffed country, are; in their pilgrimage, ſi 
ported by his everlaſting arms; by which: th 
* are enabled to go from grace to graces | 
5 on che haven off e 


bring things nearer to your underſt 


dy thus-bohotding. of r 


and oh — e 
ive participation and enjoyment of Bis love, 


3 29 bleſſed ſmiles make glad our ſouls, 
ys' a in bis favour we rejoice continually, far 
is favour is life. And: then by this bleſ- 


- pion of God, we come to know him a- 


a, e whatever any did below; for it is a ſight 
im that irradiates our underſtandings, and 
re 1 the light of the knowledge of. the ge- 


of Cod, in the face of Jeſus Chriſt : fo 
though it be impoſſible to comprehend 
divine Majeſty, (for who can find out the - 
righty to perfection?) yet we have here a 
ect apprehenſion of his nature and dieine 
butes. 1 
We have here not only tha deatific vi- 
6 yhereby we ſee God as he is, but we 
e a real enjoyment and fruition of him, - if 
thereby come to be united to him, and 
ive in him, and he in us. Whereby we 
e to be partakers of the divine- Nature, 
ich ſhines forth in us with reſplendent 
phtneſs. In the world below, the ſaints do | 
ed enjoy God in his ordinance, but here 
all enjoy him face to face; below, the . 
us enjoy God in meaſure, but here we en- 
him without meaſure; there they have 
de ſips of his goodneſs, but here we have 
ge draughts thereof, and ſwim in the bound- 
ocean of happineſs; below, the ſaints con- 
nion with God is many times broken off, ⁶ 
8 een Rader we have an unin- 1 
1 1 : terrupted 


init 
dia 


Wi 


34 Viſions of Heaven 
terrupted enjoyment of Ged, without inten 
miſſion or ceſfarion. 
III. Here we enjoy the nerfaciion. of al 
race, in the world below, the ſaints ſee bu 

in part, and know but in patt; but here, thi 
which is perfect being enjoyed, that which i 
imperſect is done away. Below, love is miu 
with fear, and fear hath torment ; but berg 
love is perfect; and perfect love caſteth ou 
fear: here we love the bleſſed God more thay 
ourſelves, and one another like ourſelves; \ 
here, are all the children of one Fatner, : 
all our brethren are alike dear unto ns. bs 
low, our love was ſtill divided, an run il 
ſeveral: channels, but here our love has b | 
one Rream, and centers in the ever bleſſe 
God, the fountain of our happineſs. Ou 
knowledge likewiſe in the world: below w: 
very imperfect, feeing bur darkly, as theoug 
+ broken mirror; but here we fee God as 
is, and ſo come » Won kin, zu wi . 
known, Our joy is likewiſe here in its per 
| ; in the worl RENE Is was Jaco 
ed by ſorrow and be and it was necob 
| Garily fo far where there is ſin, there will b 
ferrow : but here, all fir (the cauſe: of ſon 
row) being done away, all ſorrow. (the eff 
af Gn): Chal likewiſe oealc:;: Nay,, our very: ſor 
tam for in, when upon earth, does (tbrougb 
thie bounty of eur bleſſed} Redeemer) give al 
SOT SD whou we are ker: 
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a1 the Clory hereof. 35 | 
Iv. Here we have our capacities * 


ve to contemplate: whilſt we were in the 
orld below, no light could ſhine into our 
inds, hut through the windows of our (en- 
s, and therefore it was the bleſſed God was 
eaſed to condeſcend to our capacities, and 
adapt the expreſſions of his Majeſty to the 
urownets of our imaginations : but here, 
e revelation of the Deity is much more gle» 
dus, and our minds are clarified from all 


Wt conceptions of God were very imperfe&, 
t here the gold is ſeparated from the droꝶ, 
q our conceptions are more proper and be- 
ming the ſimplicity and purizy of God. Be- 
8 the objects of glory were "humbled to 
perceptions of ſeale : but here, the fenlie 
: faculties are raiſed and refined, and made 
ze ſubjects of glory. Now therefore, that 
e divine light ſhines with direct beams, and 
thick curtains of fleth are ſpiritualized and 
anſparent, the ſoul enjoys the cleareſt viion 

Gad. We now ſee what we before be- 
eved: of the glorious nature of the over bleſ- 
d God, his decrees and counſels, his provi- 
nce. and diſpenſations. We here clearly 
e, that from. eternity God was ſole exiſting, 
ut noi-folitary; and that the Godhead is nei- 
: | confuled in unity, nor Seen in 2 


ö 4 | . 


cording to the greatneſs of the obzects we I 


ole earthly images, that flow through the! - | 
os channels of the ſenſes. Below, our pu- 
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þer ; that there is a priority of order, butt 
ſuperiority among the ſacred Perſons of th 
ineffable Trinity, but that they are equal 
poſſeſt of the ſame divine excellencies, ani 
the ſame divine empire, and, are equally tl 
object of the fame divine adoration. Th | 
ways, of God, that ſeemed below unſearcif 
able, and that we thought unlawful to enqui 
into, we here perceive to be the product 
divine Wiſdom, with ſo much perſpicuiniſh 
and clearneſs, that Truth itſelf is not ma | 
evident, 
. Theſe things (added the Nopbet in in a \ dif 
* dent tone) are ſome of thole that n 
. our happineſs. 
Let all theſe things are only what relat 
unto. our ſouls, but ſtill the happineſs of ti 
inhabitants of this bleſſed region is not confi 
pleat, until their bodies are raiſed, and ret 
nited to their fouls; in which „ through 
divine Munificenee, myſelf and the bleſſed 
noch, do enjoy a more peculiar prefer end- 
being tranſlated hither in the body, as typ'Wt 
both to the Anti and Poſt Deluvian world, . 
the reſurrection of the ever-adorabie Son ( 
God, and of all the ſaints through him. No 
becauſe none but the great Meſſiah has bete 
actually raiſed from the dead, he being e 
firſt fruits thereof, (for, as for Enoch aue 
myſelf, our bodies have not known deatif 
though they have received a change equi 
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and the Stews cof _ 
ut nent thereto) it is therefore more difficute 8 
f tMeclare what the reſurrection ſtate ſhall be, it 
qual. en be diſcerned in its perfection, only Wh 
„ anrom- his glorious body, to which neither that 
ly tr Enoch's nor mine are comparable, in re- 
Thoipet of the glory thereof, though both ate 
dare piritual bodies. Of which. 1 will now thew 
qu ou the diſtinct properties. 5 
at fl 1. The bodies of the bleſſed vere at the \ 
icuiſeſurrection ſhall be (as mine is now) ſpiritu- 
moi bodies; and by your not only ſeeing, but 
duching me, (at which word the holy pro- 
difWbet was pleaſed to give me his hand) you 
ſtiiufhhay be the better able to know what I mean 
I = ſpiritual body: that is, a body rarified | 
ela om all groſs alloys of corruption, and made 
i pure and a refined body, and yet a ſubſtan- 
 comWal- one 5 not compoſed of wind and air, as 
| reiÞortals.below are apt too groſly to imagine 
h t Epenet. Here I intreated the holy prophet 
led I bear with me, if I acquainted him, that I 
reneÞways underſtood ſpiritual as oppoſed to ma- 
typWrial, and conſequently that a ſpiritual body 
Id, Muſt be immaterial, and ſo not capable de 
on g felt, as I found): Hs was. ey —_ 
No Elijah. To this the prophet replied; * 
bet — bodies were ſpiritual, not orlly as he 
g ü ere puriſied from all corruption, but a ne, 
1 at hs ned by the enjoyment of God, 
deatiithout any material refreſnmente, as meat, 4M 
quin yy — and e om 9 which eee 1 


h enn | 
_ id the —— b3uK.! Join, at 

wb bis reſurreſtion, appeared in his bod t h 
diſciples, when they werte met  tagether in 
chamber, — doors ſhut 1 
Which plainly evinces the teguit 
and yet be called to 8t Themas to 8 
reach his hand, and thruſt it into his ſidt 
Which thews it plaily to be ſubſtantial. Fhg 
& beatific viſion is here what both-our fouls ani 
go corey hive yÞ0B, and are Gppartes by fa 


2 . the reſurreſtiag ·Aate 44 
M8 be immortal, and — Go be 
b, their bodies are all. mortal, dying any 
4 and ſubject to be crumbled ini 
duſt every moment: hut here our bodies wil 
be jncorruptible, and freed. from death for e 
ver; for our cerruptian here Mull put un i 
nion, et en r 
f Hen. Here 1 deized. the prophet to 
NJ with me a litrle, whilſt I. gane him an accoun 
c my con notians in this matter- 
ua. Say * for 1 ag _— $0, reſo 
bon doubr, 
e W n, 4 * in. the } 
| es, that ia au abe 
. Helongs 10 Gad ogly, and not men, e 
5 „ 2 to: the bodies of men, which ae dj 
; — —_— 7 
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te paul tells Fitgorhy, that Ga chi bath . 
wiakitys © 
Ehpah. "When I ſay-the MY. che bleſs 


Kere are immortal, rm . 


Ftheir raiſed flats, that tben they are fabje& 
mo dem no more; man in his corruptible 


ate is niortal, and ſubject unto death, ane 


ere ig nothing more evident to all that dwelt 
the world below, and even the bodies of - 
i theſs glorified ouls thar are bee, ue at _ 
vis time kept under the power of death. But 
the reſurrectian · tate, whew they ſhall be: 
iſcd ap agains they ſhall then be immortal; 
nd as to what you urge from the ſerip- 
ne, that the bleſſed God has only immortas 
ty, it is very true he is moſt 'emitiently 
d eſſentially ſo ;. whereas there ig:zno-crea»_ 


ws either angels: or men, chat cam in r | 9 
Ti 2 


ſenſe be ſaid to be ſo; Wet 


through hie grace and Tr ——_ 3 


aniortal in his eſſence, and has been e m 
b eterity ; and in that ſenſe may well be 
id only to bave immortality. And 


will not he amiſt for - vou to obſerve, a : | 


hatever the bleſſed God BB, he is emin 

nd eſſemiaſſy ſo; 1 | WV. 

ne; faid of Him, that he only: ie 

dere is none —＋ but God; — 

or none merciful but 5 d 
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Eben. have one ching more to be ſatlaf 
ed in, and that is, That ſeeing there is onhill 
yourſelf and the prophet Enoch that are per 
. mitted in the body ta be here, which you ar 
pleaſed to fay have ſuffered a change equiva 
tent to death, but died not, what aſſurance 

- have you that the bodies of the bleſſed thy 
are now under the power of death ſhall by 
raiſed again? For I fee they are gloriouſſ 
bleſſed and happy without their bodies, an 
ſem not to have any occaſion for them, the 
having been long fince periſhed and rotted it 
their graves, the greateſt. thing that 1 thinl 
can be ſaid for it, is, that the ever · bleſſed Je 
ſus, the ſpotleſs Lamb of God, who was tr 
ly and really dead, is how alive, "ng lives fo 
evermore. 

Elijab. To this the prophet, ;nterruptin 
me, replied, What greater poet can * 
Fre than this? 

Epen. What 1 have to fay to that 1 is, Thi 
the body of the bleſſed Jeſus never ſaw co 
ruption; and that there is ro. inſtance of an 
body that ever ſaw corruption, that was e 
raiſed to life and immortality. - | 

Elijah. To this the prophet again 40ſt | 
- bi That though it was true, there had bee 
no ſuch inſtance, yet was the reſarrection 
the Body as ſure as the preſent glorificarion « 
he wol z for as the bleſſed Jeſus died as 
"pos perfun, ſo did he mals al again; 2 


8 * 


K 4 Fa. * 
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fare; erefore is = __ the IND + wy 
ouhead: he is be head of the charch;/ and cank® 
© PTB ot- de compieat without his body; who i 
"cir order shall be raiſed up to be with hin 
1" "or ever; The body ſhall be awaked out of 2 
| tha > dead! ſleep, and as. 1 was a ſaying, quick —- WM 
ned into a glorioùs immortal life: The 
e an efferitial part of man; as well as the fool; M 
wy d though: the inequality be great in theiv | 
t oly operations, yet their concurrence is ne 
cfliryz* Good actions in the world below, 

rere indeed deſigned by the counſel and re- 
Jolotion- of the: ſoul, but performed by the mis ; 
try of the body : and every grace | 
%Y e in viſible actions thereby. In the ſors 
Ln of repentance; tears were ſupplied by che 
1 bodily eyes; z and in'thankſgiving.che- tongue I 
u 4005s uſed to break fotth'in the praiſes. of Gods 

nd all; the? viftoriee: over” lcafare and pain. | 

Th , were obmined by the . 1 

oa wich the. body, ard cat. you think, Il 

d: rhe prophet) — dodne e 
* hill» deah- d differenthe with them, that the 
Meal ſnouſd. be: everlaſtinghy bappy, and the, 

dy be loſt in forgetfulneſs'?? Phe one glori⸗ 1 
* 4 in beuven, :and* the other remain in th Il 
wi wy frony hich ——— Wo | Fi 
1 e gvuvt Main e 
1 1250 therefore. hall enjoy the fate rel: 
= 2 r rig | 


ren 
* TL. 
r 


ſatisfy your doubt, as to the reſurrection 4 
the body. 


And then deſired him to go on in deſcriving 
the glory of” the. body in the refurceRion 


as you well obſerved, he is ſaid only to have 


fame ſenſe as afe the bleſſed angels, who be- 
ing immaterial ſubſtances, are ſo created; 
whereas man was created mortal, and has bu 
immortality through the purchals of the bleſ. 


1 mortal too: but it is with ſuch an immorta- | 
bi, as brings along with it a greater weight: 
wy of miſery, - Their immortality is ſuck a curſe 


— "TR 
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day in * view of all, both ſoul and body 
ſhall partake of the honour thereof. And thi 
(added the prophet) is, I believe. enough to 


Epen. To which 1 repſied, that 1 bad no 
thing forther to object in that particular. 


Upon which the W ut proteeded: 
Efes. I have already told you, that the 
bodies of the bleſfed ſhall be immortal; but 
cannot for all that be ſo immortal as 'God i is; 
who is ſo eminently and eſſentially fo, ibat, 


immortality; nor yet are they immortal in the 


ſed Jeſas, and renovation of the divine image, 
Nor is the immortality thus purchaſed for us, 
like that of the apoſtate ſpitits, who are im- 


as makes them wiſh a thouſand thouſand times 
N they might be annibilated :+ dut that 
Mefſed.. immortality which we enjoy, is that 
3 is the en of heavens. an@there- 


y Cat * 5 a 1 
os ha A 1 8 : 
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re rightly ſti led a a 3 and 
ves us an aſſurance, that the happineſs we 
o enjoy, we ſhall enjoy for ever.. 


III. Another happineſs the bodies of the 


lefſed here enjoy, is, That they are impuſſi- 
le, and ſo are made incapable of ſufferings + 
low, the ſaints themſelves bave oftentimes 
eir bodies made 1d many 


y are not ſo, are ſomething worſe than it; 


e pains and infirmities of their bodies being ; 


ch, as oftentimes make death much: more. 


efirable than ſuch a life. How many time 
e even good men racked with the gout, 


r tortured by the ſtone, with m oſt exquiſite: 
yd eruciating pain? So: that though they a- 
ound in the fulneſs of. all thoſe things, that, 
aortals count the bleſſings of the life. below, 


et are they thereby all imbittered to them 


y thoſe tormenting pains which have ſeized» 
pon their bodies, and where there is not, 
ut, men have healthy, ſtrong and vigorous, 


dies, they often meet with other ſufferings; 
nd are expoſed to hunger thirſt, cold aid 

cedneſs ; which renders their ven very 
ch, uncomfortable: There, many times, 


y are ſhut up in priſons, immured between 


one-walls, and are as it were buried while} 
ey are alive, and are as men. forgotten in 


ic world. All which conſidered, muſt necds ; 
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s of miſery ; 
r like an hoſpital full of Viſeales, which are 
be common harbingers of death: or When 


93 ＋ 4 


* 


— 
- 


> 
— 


4 . 
* - BY Sin 1 4 
— —————U — ea ae — a Ä SC r — 4 
\ \ — 
l = ——_ : \ = = "LS, — 


— 
— — — 


A %% 


— 


ä—— — 
— 


p 2 — mo 


| 22 of Reavert 
wender iheir bodies miſerable While below, 
But in: theſe: happy regions there is ny 
ach evils can attack them; here their condi 
tion is extreamly diſſtrent; no: curſe can en. 
ter here, and: ach: are all thoſe: things I Have 
related, as being only the effects of ſin.” My 
body is incapable» of urig any: evil, ei 
ther of fin or ſorrow; but on the contrary, 


chrough the grace of the bleſſed Son of God, 
is now become a receptacle both of light and 
glery, and ſo ſhall all the bodies of the ſainuſ 
be like wiſe in their reſurrection · ſtatæ Which 


buaads me to declare the fourth endowmeniſ 
wich which out bodies ſhall be: everi bleſſed; 

| N. Another happineſs our bodies ſhal} ct 

joy: in the bleſſed reſurrection- ſtute, is * 

we ſhull be truly beautiful; And this is nom 
| of our-leuſt' privileges. For below, our: be 
dies are but vile: bodies, tending: to corrup 
Bon; ia tlie gaives: worms gnuaw and feed uf 
an rheir fteſn, and thence: proceeds an loath 
dome favour; av the beſt» they are buvt houſ 
clay, and' their:foundatiow is. in the. duft 
hut here it ſhall» bviotherwiſe;; ſor the bodit 
ef me ſaints ſhull den fresd —— 
firmities, that were in Ble from Adu 

| Raradiſe; whbſe (ul united ern body wil, 
} thefoontain of the natural ſenſhviveclife; w - 
dieing in a perpetuul flux, there was amnccellyh, 
ws of cores 'rephirs: to 8 . F 


4 1 
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dower, of the Spirit, without outward nou- 
iſhment ; and not only ſo, but a ſubſtantial 


itely above the periſhing pride of this world, 

ind the glory of the fleſh; and be made like 
nto the glorious by or CuRIS T, who 
ill change our vile bodies, that they may be 


ighty power, whereby he is able to ſubdue 
il things to himſelf: this tranſeendent beauty 
ipotence interpoſes, nothing. is difficult. For 
t into an immortal ſtate of glory, is as eafy 
he womb. — / 


V.. Another part of. our happineſs is, That 


hile below, are lumpiſh and heavy, and are 
s clogs to the ſou]; but in the raiſed ſtate it 


E wh an the winged fowls i in the aireal heavens. : 
Vi. Another thing in which our happineſs 
m very much conſiſt, is, That out bodiet 


this 


all be ſpiritual i in its qualities, and the print 
iple of its life ſopported by the ſuppernatural 


nd unfading glory ſhall ſhine in them, infi- 


(ſhioned: like his. glorious. body; and this 
e will do, according to the working of that 


hich he will put upon the body, ſhall -be ff 
be work of his own bands; and where Om- ẽ ; 
he beautifying of a raiſed body, and putting 4 
o the divine n. a8 the firit Rn” it in | 


Wir bodies ſhall be agile badies, and move 
ith an inconceivable ſwiftneſs; our bodies 


ill de otherwiſe: our bodies ſhall be like be [ 
hariots of Aminadib, and move far ſwifter | 


* | cer mine is Taka Jhalt 6 be 40. _ ho 4 


— 


te i Hebvow: 


this i is an exceeding privilege; for though the 
ſhould have all the other fore-metitioned qu 
lities, and be immortal, ſpiritual, im paſſibly 
beautiful and ſwift, yer if they ſtill were fin 
fol, it would blemiſh all the reft, and woul 
.even ſpoil the happineſs we here enjoy in hea 


1 Wen, if ſin could 7 — I 2 ba 
WH. aherways ; our glory by Z 


| bodies ſhalt be pure, pot of 
at all upon them. Below, indeed the bod 
of the fairits are clogged with fm, and ferme 
ed with témptations, which makes them 


= cry out, O wretched man who ſhall delive 

ef this body of death? Bur hers a 
WIE. ſhall enjoy that bleſſed redemptien of the 
. boffics, which: they wait for there. 


VII. And to conclude, The bodies of th 
Hints Hall, in their refurreftion-fiate be g 
Ftoas 'budies ; ſo glorious, that they ſha}l hav 


a near reſemblanee to the glorious body d 


our bieſſedd Redeemer. And this the diyin 
Oraoles inform us, a8 alſo Bow it ſhall bt 
wrought :- The glorious Lamb of Gon, tht 
bleſſed Jeſus, he ; is ſball change ony vile 4 

gorruptibie bonds, and mike them like um 
bis own gloriens body; it is by bis power thal 
tho ſaines Deodies, that By their being turncal 
into are four in difhonoar, ſou 
WY Ac raed gr, and in that bleſſed. reſur 
rection-ſtate, , binn more brightly than th 

1 Jn ann eee ke ee Gy 


and the Glory thereof. 4) i 
And thus, my ſon, ſaid the g great prophet | 
me, have I dfotacd thee briefly, wherein 
e glory and. the happigeſs of this bleſſed 
e, we here enjoy, eonſiſts. Not that heres I 
k have faĩd the * 1 of that which 4 
light b be further ſtill y 3 
der ſtand it, if I ſho CN 
ings here that . . 0 white fone, a 
ud the new name, which ws one knows, but 
that does receive it, _ „ 
Ben. The holy prophet having made an 
d, I humbly, thanked him for the infortna- 
n he had given me: and told him, that if 
oogh I was uncapadle (cloathed as l was, 
ith fuck a lump of unrefined: fleſh) to un-— 
rltand all T had N or utter what I U, of 
I had ſeen and heard enoughafor ever ts- "Il 
avince me bath of the exceliency and res- 
y of heavenly things: which in the world 
ow, fo many queſtion, and ſo ſe believe. 
t let it not offend my lord, ſaid 1 to me 
ophet, if. I defire yet further to bo reſddvec 
ſome few things. | 
we ares Speak, and I will endeavour ie glue "i 


o ſatisſaction. _ - 
BA 'The firſd thing, fd. des- 1 
| is, How: the bleſſed: here, which are 
at. 8 tho thus glogified; and there 
finite ſtill, can have ſo perfect an idea of 
eincomprebenſible and infinite N 
— hink ona 4 uf onde are ene, 0 
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you before affirmed, or elſe it was wy weak 
peſs to miſunderſtand you ſo? © 
Elijah, In ſaying fo, I did affirm no me 
than. what the ſacred oractes contain: for th 
apoſtle of the Gentiles, ſpeaking in the day 
of bis fleſh to them that then inhabited th 
world below, told them, They then faw thn 
4 glaſs. but dark bar in theſe brig 
regions they ſbould fee bim face to face; th 
then himſelf knew but in part, but that whe 


he was once got hither, he ſhould know hin 


we are k 
cafion to enquire into the ſenſe of it, is to bt 


even as he was known. But, my ſon, fail 
the prophet, theſe words are not to be unde 
ſtood according to the exactneſs of the exprel 
ſion; for the ſun that lights. the lower world 
may as well be included in a ſmall ſpark. 
fire, as the incomprehenſible and infiohe Ga 
may be comprehended by. our finite'faculties 
for beyond the fulleſt diſcoveries we can po 
fibly make of the Dcity, there remains (till at 
intire infinity of perfections, the knowledg 
whereof is altogether unattainable by the mol 


Intelligent of all thoſe 'glorious ſpirits, tha 


are the bright and the continual attendants o 


the throne; and therefore that expreſſion, 4 
* which gave you ſo Juſt an e 


taken as a note of Amilitude, and not of equi. 
lity. The dim light of a candle as truly ſhine 


28 the bright luminary of the day : but n 
1 the lame extent and ſelendor. An 


— 


and the bnd . 


vet Mherefore the ſum' of what 1 can ly: to this 
jdt, is, That” we have here as perfect a 
| nowledge of the bleſſed God, as created be- 
or things are capable of the. ey or our own 
earts of deſiringg 5 

d Epen. I then ned my: kynible this 
tu the great Prophet, and aſſured bim, his 
riph nſwer had entirely! ftisfied me, and that 1 
tba und it was only the defficiency of my own 
whel ander ſtanding that had given him that trouble. 
Hin Elijah. Still / you miſtake the ſtate that 1 


fan in, replied the prophet, for there is no 


nde ech thing as trouble here, nor can there be. 
eprelſſor the» diffufing of the knowledge of the e- 
rorldct-blefſed God, and ſetting forth his bright 
rk M ternal excellencies, and the diſplaying of his 
Gol lory, is that which gives the blefled here the 
lties N reateſt ſatisfaction and delight; and whicck 
It ever do ſo, een the? numerous 
of eternity. 0 i N 

led Epen. Then, with an air of greater au 
ce, I told the holy. prophet, Tet ther 
the beltion yet to aſkk him. 
nts of Elijah. Say on, and I will anſwer = 1 it 
Epen. I .faw among the many ſduls, 
n oe paſſed by, as my bright meſſe _—_ 
to bi me to you, ſome who a appeared to me to 
equine with greater brightneſs thati the other; 
ſhin uch gave'meia deſire to be informed, Whe- 


t nollher or no there be not among the bj ' 


AT: ag 


em degrees of glory. | Rs 


N rr RED 


_ ns "Viſions of Heaven. 

Eliiab. The happineſs and gory which al 
the bleſſed here enjoy, is the reſult of , their 
communion with; and love unte, the eves 
bleſſed God, whoſe beatifical viſion here, az 
have ſaid before, is the eternal ſpring fron 
whence it flows: The more we fee, the mon 
ve love; and love aſſimulates our ſbuls inn 
the nature of the bleſſed Object of its and 
thence reſults our glory. This needs m 
therefore make a difference in the degt 
thereof: not as though there were agg W | 
of love to God, in any of mann 
for that i is impoſlible : there is not one f 
among the numerous inhabitants aff: thi 
bright region, but what adores and loves th 
ever · bleſſed God, with all his.utmoſt-powe 
and faculties. But hence it follows, ahavd 
thoſe-powers, and faculties are different, the 
love muſt: be ſo too, and ſo theireglory. > Nat 
is there any murmuring or repining in ont 
ro ſee another's glory much greater than hi 
gun u ee God is hereby magnifiedethe mon 
as eternal ſource of all their happinell 
Nor ea there be room for a thought to thin 
it otherways: Who can complain, when 4 
the faculti of each bleſſed ſoul is ſo re pleniſi 
ed with the bright emanations of the Deii 
that it can hold no more? The ever bleſſa 
God ia an unbounded ocean of- light and lif 
= wnd Joy; and: »happineſs, / ſtill.'filling .cever 
"oh eſſe] Jhar is put hoy ell . bold » 
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: — thief We 
jore; and though the veſſels. are of ſederal 


an — — Befides; each bleſſed! foul is 
ere w 


ut even to ſuch à ſatisfaction and compla- 


meu they are of different magnitudes, one 
urn emcektus anviher ſtar iu glory ; and ſo, 
| the. divine: Oracles inform you, it (hall be 


e your! queſtion, is, hat thoſe Who 
a * the moſt (crlarged/faculties, do love God 


fer Tarr: ghvesrs Nor let"this fee! 
you, for even 880 n F 980 ic 


ind theſe perb 3 weherihay 9 oe 
, as yo bp Tring » 0! {78 
(WHIT Gabe thus diſecorſſge 
Fptopher;! ad with deligh Hem 
jon of thoſe doubts that 1 ge redet 


-nilifſfolved” in, a ſhining” ferm approae 5 | 
ying; Heer free n 
I was ſurprixrd te ear m Mane . we 


eveſſſerceived it was the noble Junius; 'my 3 
1d M eaſed friend ; ho thus accoſted me. ts 250 


Aare dh a 


700g whilftieath are filled, there is none chat 
t up, not only 10 an acquieſeence, 
eney in the divine good pleaſure, that all 


cir-bappineſs conſiſt therein. Thus, tbougn 
the ſtars below are each one glorious, yet 


* re furrection:ſtate: My ahſwer there- 


oft; and are thereby aſſiumulated moſt into 
* i lIikdneſojriwHith is The bigheſt' alot how a 


SIS ut: 
— 4 
_ — 


loned,> and turning ſuddediy about I on 
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42 Viſions of Heaum 
[+ Junius: Dear Epenetus, I am glad to ſq 
you in theſe. bleſſed regions; but am ſurpri 
edi to ſee you here not yet diveſted of ma 
ality... InſtruXH friend, by what mean 
you came hither, and ao: how it was ya 
obtained this privilege ;. ;- for the unuſualnel 
of ſuch 2 gs iq that which a me 
. ww 
Epen. I was fo. „ FD Tay to fas one d 
| my old 1 and one with whom 
had been ſo familiar in the world; that 1 « 
ſayed to embrace him in my arms; which h 
refuſed, telling me mildly, be had ſome tin 
ago laid down in his body, which he had dei 
below, reſting in hope until the reſurrectiont 
sad tat though he was ſtill indeed a' ſub 
Games. yet it was an immaterial. es not q 
be touched bn mortals. 
How, me you, (ſaid ths again mon 
ie be brought hither 1 in your mori 
change body LE 
. I they. related to bim a L.befon 
* 7 deen e en. and told at jarge i in the 
prefix roabtion ogy Viſion, of my 
| temptation andidelivera 
Jun. Fl. Epenetus, ſaid: the noble Ju 
nius, 4; then, there was need enough o 
| ſuch a Jeftore as I gave order to be ” mY 
r world below, after my death, t 
12 . being of a Deity, againſt a fon 
of mid, hr worſe, than, Shel, in ae d 
| 


* 


to och believe ot 400 rremble- 
bis juſtice Rutgyou my friend, continui 
man hei who Had V long made à proſeſſon dr 
mew : truth; and had fret! greüir expericnce of 
's vais poodriefs, ' that” yon fhould after ' all be 
anek inthe to) queſtion his being and exiſtence, 
me Mas indeed ſomething more than drdinary x 
mM nd what I hardly could have ever, thought; b 
ne Ad- givesi mt frefr occhfion ro adore tis e- 
bleſſed God, who through his abundant 
ſobdneſs) has now delivered me from all thoſe 
: ares the enemy of (Guls was laying for me 39 
1 nd thus preſerved! me! to his heavenly ling 
l om: bleſſed for ever be his holy name. 
Wo The blefſed Blijab having heard what my 
| Tub iend Jumos ſd, told me, "ne" now would 
| eve mie to my friend; and ere Las aware, 
mes WY ace myſelf thi 1 * 4 at 5 2 
zorta ee, ) on ff 2 N wy 1 


inhabitants of 3 4 | oy oY 
a brigdte and flaning W ay 
Ie world. made thee ſb „*. Fe 

meet" Withs'a fairable-rew 
juan & Byenetas,Vanfive 


by F bin nee dice. . hos wail 
fon eſt hade other tho hes that har" t at's 
whe thou wouldeſt? the: es How” iniitel err 
ef meiing dhe fealt reward hither in 


1 4 - 22 of Heaven 


the — 10 have done their utmoſt; aul 
that it is only grace free and unmerited, tha 
bkings the ſoul to glory. For heaven is pur 
chaſed at no other price than that of the f 
deemer's precious blood: whoſe dying low 
and whoſe redeeming. mercy, is. ſo, unſpeal 
| ably, ſo vaſtly great, eternity will (carcely i 
fies t utter i.. „ 

Epen. Well, ſaid I; worthy Jonius— 
Fun. Call me not worthy (ſaid he, inter 
| euptinns me) for none are worthy here, bu 
he that ſits upon the throne, and the bleſſe 
Lamb of God: and to aſcribe all glory unt 
him, is here a great part of our 'happineſs; 
for there are myriads of ſaints and angel 


round the throne, continually crying with 1 
3 but et melodious voice, Worthy. is th 
* "LM 3 to receive . and 


Ye Cr: res; $7 is 5 that. wear the 
brigbit * 4 caſt them before the; throne, 
fayin 9. Than art worthy, Lord, 16 receive 
glory, 4 E ad power... 1175 

Epen. jus, bear with me, bid 5 


2 little, cu am "Gill clogged with mor- 


tality : O that I were but once diveſted of it 
that & with: thee might ſee the great Three. 


One, d ſeeing, be transformed into his like · 
neſs, which Go] * a heard the bleſſed K. | 


| 


© * and the Glory ww. 
; an{{MWjjah tell) is the completion of all bappineſs, 
Jun. My dear Epenetus, (replied Junius, 


with an air compoſed of love and ſweetneſs) . 3 
he beatific viſion is that which doth complet 


_ lowfÞur happineſs, and fills our ſouls with love 
pea nd joy that is inexpreſſible; and which is 
y ſulWoly known by them that feel it. But you 


uſt know, my Epenetus, the ſtrongeſt and 
he molt enlarged faculties of the bright en- 
interelligences here, can bear but little of thoſe 
| adiapt effluxes of divine glory, they are ſo 
vercoming :. for there are n., compariſon be - 
uni ween the moſt capacious of created beings, 
nd the ineffable glory of the great Creator. 
Epen. O noble Junius, I replied, I readily | 
ith Pelieve what you have ſaid: but yet methinks 
i tam willing to know all I can, of that which 
ani can never know enough of. And nce 1 
20 N no there is nothing more deli han 
nuelſſſo be always exerciſed in the dilplaying . of . 
- anyMhe glory of the great Author f "our, bappi- 
T the eſs; deny not deareſt Junius, Roy ar iend 
one, for ſuch you know I ever: was and a). the 
reiveWtisfa&tion of hearing from Your lips, 'the 
; . i ighty wonders of divineſt love; hat I MAY 
id pin with you to ſing bis praiſe : dNplay thoſe 
mor-MWyſteries of his providence, which to the 
f it orld below are all dark, but in your. now - | 
aree · nlarged underſtanding, are ſeen i in their true 
likes 12 phi, = ed a * 
4 E: Jun. The , prailes. of the divine; Majeſty, 0 = 
Jac | 


Fg 


. Daum of Hennen 
expoſed to all the miſeries and hardMip/ 
a tempeſtuous ſea; and yet do, through 
barbarous uſage · that they meet with on 4 
ſhore, leſskſear the ocean, than any port, fi 
death or ſhould! F:draw the curtaiuss of fi 
and dying men, and open to yon / that 
ſcene of ſorrow, on which ſo may pine a 
| languiſts by, diſtempers, ſo very grie vou 
be borne, that death is rather to be cho 
than liſe 1 or ſhould I bring you to tha: he 
tals; and ſhew you there the vafious ſhay 
_ ef human miſeries: would you nt, my d 
Epenetas,; think ita merey iworth qickne 
ledging, 1d be delitered frem them d 
ought iwe! not itd pie that divine geuα¹ 
whos has thus mad “U., differ, andi freeds 
from thoſe arious ſdtts of mĩſeries 0 3h 
ſo many. mortals are expoſtd : mbt hut ſoil 
wines he wiſdom! ſees it inte to bxerciſc. 
den belayed children with \Longocomint 
| ef$'4 Hd: : ſharpipaing;” \andi.othepaotitwy 
| calltyiticytodui 4his; m Ppenstus 
fille farches-evitience'ofi Tort; lanes that | 
might preſerve thens: from the Fit "wor fe oi 
 tagion of their Uns, or cute them ofthe 
habus which ithey Had cohtracted! Have ji 
not ſetn,: my Rpen eue; ehen in td 0 
| Belowy's tender mother apply a painful e 
| lick td the neck of her Beloved 7 -whi 
threatened>with an apapleuy? And have'y 
not concluded. from i in, ſhe thinks the och 


. TXT Ao; 


and the Chip thereef, 


an iſſue an inferior evil to-convulſion: fits ? ? 
Rs 'we ice, tber ever · bleſſed —_— | 
wenly Father, does ſend infirmities and 
Kos; 0 reſcue thoſe he loves from under 
s. dotninion, we ſafely may *conclude;the © 
ks 4MiQtion, a far leſs evil than the guilt 
in» fince he'is too wiſe, and tod indulgent 
dhyſiciany:to- cure with ſuch a temady (as 
de. worſe thancthe diſeaſe. ä 
uma remember, Epenetus, that. Gol 
Moſesi-gives- tbe-'I{raclites' a caytion; leſt 
perry (which is ſo apt to make men fore 
all but their enjoyments) ſhould; make an , 
chem ſay in their hearts; My poiverg and = 


gd of my hund Auth gotlen ene: this 
1, bur on the col commands them * 1 

ren the Lardekbtir Cod, for: REY _ 
gives them. Hoden toug . 4; 2 


6 was need, enuughe of ſurh aneastiion ?: 
e were too aptifo, ee ache g wave 
ur corn, and aurniuey Bu, 
Thirdly; \ The Tivine! gran cg exceedivply = 
mniends/the iadvntagaouſnęſs of his love AN 
bs) in that whilſt we; wereibelowy bd gave © þ 
o great an earneſt of ſpiritual goadsſ and 
Anu pected joys, that made even thut ear: ; i 
large enough ta ſubſiſt upon with cm 
„and Which really out valüed and: far 
bendsd. all; thoſe: momentary-plcaſutog-it | | 
yoires us, 0 forſake, toi ktepiup!wtitle tore: 
trour -- ceo 9:1] . vid Eu 73 ene vial, 


6 1 " Viſions 8 Mues 


But ci6ogh the mercies that the eber ble: 
fed: God boſtowed upon us in the life below, 
were both ſo many and ſo great, as made it 
| a fit theme to praiſe him for in heaven; 275 
| by 'his love of a more laſting date than any! 
thing that ais in the lower world: it does not 
with our bodies, nor like (the uſual. cuſtom 
of) our friends below, accompany us to our 
dez, and leaves us: No, Epenetus, God. 
| d appears moſt bright; when our dark ejet 
ate cloſed ; and then cleaves cloſeſt to th 
foul, when ſhe forſakes the body; gives eat 
| dleſſed ſaint that arrives here, good ground 
ſay of him, what Noami did 'onee! of Boa 
That he hath not det uf his Kindneſi to 
living and to the dead.' And therefore, Ni 
indeed ſays our great Saviour's happy favo 
ite) are me the \fons"of God ; and it doth 
yet appear what we ſhall be: but ue hn 
_ when he ſhall appear, ue ſhall be like l 
5 9 what that is, is now my preſent then 
It. is the love of God, the ever bleſſed G 
my Epenetus, that gives us this 'admill 
into heaven: 'heaverr'the: bright ſear of 
much happineſs, that we ſcarce count 
| mongſt our joys, that heaven is the ſcat 
them. And here the excellency of the thi 
that we poſſeſs, does as much diſappoint 
expectations, as in fruitions in the world 
lo, theiemptineſs. is wont to do. For 
pn ts _y HORS 1 the apoſtle er . 
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3 — the th POE s 
r-bleÞBeth not een, nor ear heard, -neither hath "wp 
xelow ¶ red into the heart of man to. conceive, the 
ade it Rings which God hath prepared for then that 
1; yer 
n any 
es not 
-uſtom 


eperience- tells us ſo: thoſe pure refined de- 

ghts, that we enjoy, not only ſtoop not unto 
nſe, but are ſublime enough even to tran - 
end imagination. For what ſoever our fanyj 


to our 

God rmed below, as the moſt perfect ideas, and 
K ehe poſt abſtracted notions of compleat bappineſs, 
to or own more happy experience of greater, 


ſainly evince, came (hort of what we find. 
leaven is a ſoil, whoſe fruitfulneſs is fo con- 
* to joy. that even our diſappointments #þ# 

d miſtakes, when in the world below, do 
ere contribute to our happineſs which does 
d much partake of his immenſity, whoſe gift 


es eat] 
und i 
F Boal 
10 . 
„ N 
fwd 
foth 
e kn 
ke i 
then 
2d Ul 
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ive but a negative deſcription of it; and 
oes not only remove our thoughts from all 
bat we enjoyed below, but does exalt then 
bove whatever we could fancy there, Nor. 
ill you wonder Epenetus, that it. ſhould' be 


nd acceptable objects, but are ſo heightened 3 


teaſed and filled. ou know that in the 
vorld below, a child not yet releaſed out of 
he homely. priſon of the womb, can there 
Raye no Ideas of rag ee which by the 


pleaſing 


e him. And now, my Epenetus, our own 


is, that even the ſacred. oracles themſelves, 2 


„ if you will but conſider, that here o Dor I 
aculties are not only. gratified with ſuitable - | 


ad enlarged, that auc capacities are both in- 


52 - Por af Mw 
pleaſing noiſes and the glittering | objects 1 
| will preſent themſelves to hins after his bir 
will be afforded him. And the ſame child 
whilſt he coritinues in his non-age, though hs 
may with delight look upon emblems inch 
drawn and painted, yet he cannot imagine 
What pleaſure the ſame objefts will affor 
him, when age and ſtudy hall have ripened 
WE His intellectuals, and made him capable oj 
* n the excellent moraſtties, couch. 
add in thoſe curious emblems. Such à doubly 
101 1 5 Advantage, Epenetus, among others, the ad- 
a miſſion into theſe ſaered manſions, brings to 
41 thoſe to whom that bleſſing is vouchſafed| 
For. beſides that ſet of objects, if I may f 
| ſpeak, ſo new and fo peculiar: to this place 
that their ideas could never once enter in 
their thoughts before they were. admitted bi 
ther; beſides this, our now enlarged capaci 
ties enable us, even in day cog not altogethe 
unknown to us before, to perceive things for 
merly undiſcerned, and derive thenee both 
new and greater ſatisfaQtion. and' delight, 
Nen e not, my Epenetus, that in d 
8 of theſe glorious things, F uſe expref 
s you have- not been heretofore uſed i 
ar fince my bright theme is more abo 
our praiſes, — this bleſſed region is abov 
the earth. For thong my lamguage ma 
ſeem tumid and aſpiring, yet ſeeming hyper 
doles may well be . erred amt 
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pf elites, ahieh makes the moſt hyper- 
bolies but ſecmiing ones: for the joys of hea- 
en appear (ke what the ſtars do to the 
bord below, by reafon of their remoteneſs 
1 them)-cxtremely little: though 1eally in 
hemſeves they ave ſo vaſt, that a leſs than 
Je largeſt is much greater than the biggeſt 
"7 biect upon earth; nay, than the whole earth 

elf. And therefore; Epenetus, I endeavour 


ality). to give you an account of heaventy- 


| bey appear u you, that I may thereby give- 
0 eee, ol: inforior. to: what” hap" . 
3 
For e my. os; the bleſſed: enjoy: 


en notions we had formed to ourſelves of is _ 
low: we are inſtructed bere, both how to- | 
une and rate all the felicity which we poß WM 
&, which is made up of the confluences of ÞW 
erfection; and perpetuity of all irue joyss A 
Wing made happy, (unlike to what philoſ- 
ny pretends to do) not by the confinement, . 
full fivition of our utmoſt defires, which 
either fail in the choice of their obgedtts, por if 
i6 in the enjoyment of them; but are un- 
Mmogly juſt, and infallibly accompliſbed- — 
ere we not only (ee, bunt are made like thoſe 
eſſed 2 in the world below fo mueek 
prior Lmired TEIN RW” * juſt men __ 4 


conſidering you are ſtill ctothed with mor- 
hings, by repreſentations rranſcending. hat ”H 


lappineſs: enough, to rectify all thafe miſta- - 1 | \ 


* 


64 „ 9 of d- 


perſtet, of which the divine oracles have told 
us, are here our conſtant and familiar com 
pany, into whoſe bleſſed ſociety we are ni 
only welcome, but increaſe it. Here likewik 
we beheld thoſe glorious ſpirits, whoſe natur 
does inveſt them with ſo-bright a luſtre, tha 
all the diſadvantage” their diſguiſes gave them 
when they appeared to us below, would ſcar 
ſe ffice to hinder us from enten them th 
objetts of our ador ation f 
But above all, we here behold, my Epen 
tus, (a ſight worthy the dying for) that ble 
ſed Lang of God, ſlain from the world 
foundation in the divine Decree, that:gloria 
Saviour, of whom the ſcripture does ſo mue 
and excellently entertain us; and who hay 
ing done and ſuffered ſo much for us, doc 
ſo highly deſerve of us, both upon the ſcoj 
of his infinite perfections, and upon the 20 
count of his ineſtimable benefits. Tes Epi 
netus, here we behold that holy and divit 
perſon, who, when he did vouchſafe to pitd 
his tent among the ſons of men below, a 
- dwell with them on earth, thereby to fit tha 
by his merits-and example to dwell with hil 
in heaven, did in ſo admirable a manner, mi 
an awful mejeſty with an humble mecknely; 
and the aſſumed infir mities of bis human 0 
tore, with the corruſcations of his divind 
expreſſing in his whole life ſo perfect and aff 
re th ya FO ink Cy > au 
1 1 5 gen tlen 
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entleneſs towards thoſe that were aſpirers + Þþ 
, though they came moſt ſhort of it, that 
wen the Jews themſelves could ſay of him, 
That be had done all things well ; nay; more, 
is very- enemies, that were employed. to- ap- 
xrchend him as a malefactor, confelled io 
; hoſe that ſent them fo to do, chat never man | 
arp lite him. But there, my Epenetus, this 
eskd Sen of God was in the form of a ſer- 
Pint, which he put on, that he might ſuffer. 
peneſſſor us, and exerciſe his prieftly and prophetic Ml 
action in the world beſow : but here we ſee - | [ 
jim in that regal ſtate and condition that be- 4 | 
Wongs to him, by virtue of his kingly office, 
Wa the account whereof he is ſtiled, The King 
f kings, and Lord of lords, all power and 
Wuthocity being inveſted: in dim, both in heu- | 
en and earth, encompaiſed with ſuch radiavt WY 
* and ſhining {plendor, that we may |} 
eſieem him, what the great r 1 | 
N ropher long ſince called him, The admirable. 
For here our raviſhed ſouls, by an antentive.” 
— of his glories, ſtill ſind more 
to imitate the ſpouſe in Solomon's m] 
10 epithalaminm who having dwelt upon the 
ni beauty of: the ſeveral excellancies that concur- 
2knel F divine Bride- 
an Mero, breaks out into this exclamation, Ae 
3 ir altogether lovely! His ſparkling eyes ap- 
ear, in his exalted glory on the throne, 
ban eee 4 e long ſince | 
5 - pkg; 


66 br” jours of Heaven | 
ſented A like flames of active fre, and 
does into the raviſhed breaſts of the behold 
ers, ſhoot flames as pure, as holy, and x 
deathleſs, as what the ſeraphims them felvt 
eonſiſt of. And tprely, Epenetus, ſince the 
divine oracles. do aſſure us, as I have faid al 
ready, It never entered into the heart of ma 
ro '\conceive, what God has here reſerved fi 
theſe that love him: that glory can be but i 
perſectly expreſſed by the bare epithet of i 
Wn - conceivable, with which the. blefſed' God r 
'. wards the meritorious ſufferings and obedi 
ence of the only begotren Son of his love, f. 
_ whole ſake, he is pleaſed to confer on all the 
numerous company of his: ele, ſuch unim: 
nub: glories... He that vouchſaſes unto { 
many. of his ſervants, a brightneſs like that d 
mie ftars, you cannot but think, Epenctr 
does communicate a far more radiant luſtre tt 
the 8on of righteouſneſs; although your pre 
ſent mortal ffate denies. you to behold the 
a brightneſs of his glory 
But all this glorious 3 any bleſſe 
Redeemer; Hoss yet not make his kindnek 
Jeſs: 3 but only more obliging ? for be 
diſdains not, even after his aſcenſion hither 
A Bebe ld 4 Hand at the door and knack; 
au man hear my voice, and open the door 
1 it -< will ceme in to him, and up. with bim, 41 
de with me. And that King in the parable 
[3 * * nn _ — 
1 ealed 
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* 


pleaſed bimtelk 10 n . 7 
— ſervant,” with a peculias, Well do no 5 1 
and faithful fervant.” 


icitous to give you an account of the high 
Wiiznity and fuper-eminent felicity of our eu * 2 
" naiWalted Saviour, and that the bright Sun of 


4 fuWrighteoufheſs is now uncapable of ſuffering e- 
it im epfes, but ſhines with an unclouded: and un- 
of in equalled ſplendor; and that I know I fee Je- Ml 
d wies, ho (as the author to the Hebrews ſpeaks) i 


Ws made à little lower than the "angels, 


e, fa erouned with glory and honour. For it makes hi 
1] theWheaven ta be more heaven to me, to find WM 
nime bim reigning here, who ſuffered fo much for 
no . me in the world below, And qur Redeemer's 


bappineſs which is ſo great, and o ineffable 4 | 


Whappy, as it is a proof of our Redeemer's _ 4 
4, ire donkive'of his bounty. — 

If it was matter of rejoicing to thy Alger it 
Ded apoſtles, they were counted worthy 9 
noch ſuffer ſname for his name, how much, think 7 
doorggyon, is their joy, now they are admitted to 


y 40 p 
rable hardſhips and toils, to which the afflicted con- 
a DET I Cn bn: hor. 
caco 
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Wonder not, Epenetus, 5 2 6500 W. a 


bring an increaſe. to ours, according to the 
ardency of our love to him. Nay further, —— 
penetus, let me add, though our joys are here 
d great, they do not need endearing: cireum- 
ſtances, yet does it make our happineſs more 


teign with him ? His having ſupported the 1 | ö 
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bum of e 
much alleviate them, and refieds us under 
them, that even in this ſenſe alſo it might be 
truly ſaid, The chaſtiſement of our peace wa 
aon him, and by his firipes we are healed. 
But can you think, Epenetus, that he, tha 


; j 3 has relieved us even by his croſs, does not do 
= more for us by his cron? Here he not only 


does admit, but even does invite each faithfi 
ſervant to no le a bleſſing, than to enter in. 
to his Maſter's joy. So rich a ſource of hap- 
wo did Chriſt make himſelf to us, in al 

is capacities and conditions, that in earth, 
and heaven, it was and is his gracious and 


conſtant employment, to ſhare our griefs, 


to impart to us his joy; and either leſſen ou 


miſeries by his lofferings, or increaſe our hap 
pineſs by his felicity.. 


Having thus treated of the happineſs « 


thoſe cxleſtial manſions, reſulting from thei 


beatific fight of our redeeming Lord, the 


crown of all our bleſſedneſe, I now proceed 
0 tell you, Epenetus, what you perhaps may 


have obſerved already, that here we do nd 
only ſee our elder brother, Chriſt, but al 
our friends, kindred ant relations, that in the 


EE world below lived in his fear, and died it 
bis Aiyour; whbich is a large addition to ou 
31 happineſs, Nor do we only know our friends 
_ relations and contemporaries, but all the Gint 
| that lived in all the ages-of the world, Thu 
A i e SRI Feet: with 


2 ol) 


* 
* 1 


and the Glory thereof. : e 
under ou) lived in the world below long nme be · 
ore the bleſſed Meffiah was made fleſh, yet 
e uα] o no ſooner ſa w, than you ſtraight knew | 
im; and ſo vou will do Adam alſo, when 
jou ſee bim. Nor can 1 think this a new no- 
ot don to yon, nee you might long ago have 
; earned it from the ſacred oraeles: our bleſſed 
ithfilW&:viour himſelf having told vs, net only that 
er in. e children of the reſurrettion” ſhall be like 
he angels, (ho in the viſions both of the 
in M rophet Daniel, and the apoſtle John; appear | 
o be acquainted with each other) but alſo in 
and be parable of the miſerable rich man and the 
* beggar, the father of the faithful is. re- 
a ou Preſented as knowing not only the perſon ane 
preſent condition, but alſo the paſt ſtery of 
Lazarus: And the apoſtle of the Geritites did 
ben in the world below) expect his conver 
4 the ded and pious Theſſalonians'tobe his crown | 
at that great day, when they having 'turned 
many to righteouſneſs, ſhall (as the beloved 
Daniel tells us) confer a flar-like and immo. 


alhhyou have often read of the transfiguration of 
a thbe bleſſed Redeemer: i the holy Mount, 
where Moſes and Elijah were difcourfing with 
» olim; and then you eannot forget how-gead> If 
ly the three diſciples knew them: this was 


our te 2 is leſs than that which A- 3 


——— 3 — — W ua 1 ww us. 2 "I Fu | 


„ nal brightneſs: and I am fare, my Epenetus, | | 


no other: but a type. of heaven, where'all the $ 
Thullints are known to one another. Think you  Þ 


dam A 
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1 70 Viſion. Heaven 


vet you know that Adam knew Eve his wif 


Fleſh. But whar need further inſtance 7 you 


each other here, does bring to all the bleſſed, 
| raped perfect union and communion wit 
ledge, can de no agreement; and without 


WINE - Here Epenctus, che general aſſembly of the 
«ml 20 born, as.they:yeceive their happineſs fro 


| hey communicate the pureſt pleaſure to each 


chat pure ſociety. On earth, our love wil 
 kindled eitber from ſome Detuml relation, 0 


7 N our reaſons r Far greater, aud 4 


dam had in ble firſt ſtate of ntches * Ant 


when ſhe was firſt brought to him, and toll 
her, ſhe was bone of his bone, and fleſh. of hi 


own experience has already told you that iti 
fo: and were you but diveſted of mortality 
as in a few days you will, yi wall find i 
with fir greater evidence. 

But let me ſhew you, my dear Epenet 
the great advantage that the knowledge d 


Here it is the bleſſed dwell in an uninio 
God and with each other; but without &nou 


greement, no communion; and where then 
is no communion, there is no happineſs ; f 
that to think we did not know each the 
here, would be to think us ſhort of happinely 


the brigbt viſion of. the ever - bleſſed God, 4 
other, an unfeigned ardent love uniting al 


other civil type; or elſe on the account d 
ſome viſible excellencits, tbat render a per 
{on worthy of our choice and friendſhip; b 
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| end} the Ghry thereof. I” 


ies of Tove incomparably more fervent] for 
this ſupernatural Nate, all carnal alliance 
d reſpects do ceaſe. The bleſſed! Apoſtle, . 
n when on earth, told us; F he had known 
rſt after the fleſh, he treu him fo ny more. 
r by the reſurrection and aſcenſion of our 
led Lord, he v5 tranſported into another 
rid, and had communion with, as an hea« 
ly King, without low regards to the tem- 
ral privilege of converſing with him on 
th. Our ſpiritual relation is more near and, 


manent than the ſtricteſt band of nature. 


A cu 


re we have all relation to the fame heaven : | 


Father, and unto Jeſus Chriſt the Prince 
peace, aud head of our happy fraternity, 
he principal motives of love, even on-cartlhy, = 
the inherent excelfencies of a perſon. Wiſ· 

holineſs, goodneſs, fidelity; are mighty 
raQives ti action, and produce a more 
imate eonfederacy of ſouls, than propin- 


ty in nature, or any other carnal reſpect w. 
ve is amiable” in an old perſon, though | 


inkled and deformed ;' and vice is hatefbl 
2 young perſon, though beautiful. And 


T 


} 


u have ſeen on earth, my Epenetus, clearer + {| 


Ws than thoſe of Hein, a purer light than 
hat is ſenſible, a divider 
WU corporeal, "and a nobler love than what is 


nuat ; which made the royal prophet de- 


Wire, That all bis delight was in the excellent 
k erm warner tove has | its your W 
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For there ate relicks of frailty in che belt! 
men there, and ſome. blemiſhes that rend 
them leſs amiable. But here the ima. e 
God is compleat, by the union of all the gl 
ridus virtues requiſite to its perfection; an 
very bleſſed ſoul agrees exactly with the ff 
examplary; a divine beauty ſhines in then 
ever durable; a beauty that darts no contag 
-ous fires: a beauty that is inviglable, and cu 
not ſuffer injury. 

The true worth of the ſints below i is ve 
_ line viſible, the leaſt part of it being ſeen 
the earth is fruitful in its plants and Howe 
but its riches are in mines of precious met 
and veins of marble hidden in its boſon 
True grace appears in ſenſible actions: but 
glory is within. But here their excellend 
are in open view, the glory of the bletied Gt 


| i is cevealed in them: and ah! 


is the divine likeneſs to an holy eye! hd 
does it raviſh me to ſee my fellow-ſaints (kit 


ing with an immortal · Iovelineſs i and tha 


love is reciprocal, proportionable tothe cay 
of it. An equal conllant; flame is here pn 
| ſerved by pure materials. Here every one 
perfectly amiable, and perfectly 2 
with each other. And O how happ 
| Nate of love ! Well might the. Plalemit br 
ont into that rapture, Behold how good 4 
- pleaſant it is for brethren ta dwell together 
” wk Rad - he n ſeen chat happy voy 
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which he now here enjoys with all the faich⸗ 
bl ones. Love is the beauty and the ſtrength 
f all ſocieties, and the great pleaſure'of out 
Ives below, . How excellent then muſt the 
oy de of the bleſſed here, u ho witneſs the | 
ccompliſhment” of what our Saviour” prayed 
br, when on earth! That they may be one, 
u thou Father art in me, and 1 in thee, that 
hey alſo may be one in us. The bleſſed God 
; abſolutely one in his glorious natvre and 
vill, and therefore is unaſterabſy happy; and 
he, inviolable unity of the aints love, is a 


right ray of the eſſential unity between the 
cred perſons. _ Here love effectively trans- 


brms one foul imo another, and makes the 
glory of each int redound to the joy of all. 


ch is the power of this cæleſtial fire, where | ; 


ye burn, it melts and mixes fouls in ſuch an 
tire union, that by complaiſence and an in- 
mate joy, the ble ſedneſs of all is, as it were 
oper to every one, as if every one were 
laced in the hearts of all, and all in the 
teart of every one. And fore where there is 
ove like this, all needs muſt be delight. And 
low can it bg other ways? ſince in this bleſ-. 
0 e there is a continual giving, re · 


teir vai and 7 is e, 
Tbink, Rpenetus, what an entertainment of 
dye and NF 8 95 Is, in the e and diſ- 

oF "x u8Ts, courſes, 
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courſes. of dear friends below : how a0 U 
mutual aſpect, like a chain compoſed of 
rits luminous and aQive, fagen and draw th 
| fouls to one another? And though there 
no friendſhip on the earth without allays, | 
the felicity of love-conſiſteth in their conn 
- ſation. But whatſoever. is commendablc 
friendſhip, is in perfeckion here; and whal 
ever is an allay,”occaiioned by mens folly 
their 3 is all aboliſhed here. 
bleſſed here with overflowing of affeQtons, 
count the divine benefits; and all thoſe 
mirable methods, whereby the lite of p 
. was: firſt begun, preſerved and carried on, 
| midſt temptations ; the ſucceſſion of mer 
in the time of our hopes, and the eonſumi 
tion of all, in this time of our enjoyme 
_ Have you not yet heard, Epenetus, the'n 
lody which both faints and angels make ab! 
the throne ? and how they all contur in th 
. Hooking 2 to Ws for E wang of ch 


4 
N go — — 


"and the obe than, ; 


all their guilt, by. the. death of his only ö 

al th has now glorified 'them with him * 
f. We are never weaty, Epenetus, of this 
Sbtfol exerciſe, but continually blefs him 
his mercy that endures: for ever. Lea, the 
nged. -cherubims and feraphime about the 
one, 5 one gere vir 2 Aber. 
| and , brating is eternal purity. 
power, 80 glory of his goodnefs. 
0 bow ne je the pleaſure of this 
fort * ever! ol. being barmonicus, and 
ibating bis part to the full muſic of hea- 

e W orld below büt hear the 

nge e, the heavens, | 


lemn, ; nion o 


did i nta ie the 
Ith then | Fe 
But befides all. PI 1 TR tha EW 4 
re accrue to us, by the E ö our, 
nds, kindred and. akon, and that Which 
es reſplt from. that communion we have, | 
| and with, each other: 50 is to 
2 m E. eus, à migbiy happineſs I bere 
J 5.40 . REA all thole 5 
& and obſcure. myſteries of religion, which 
e profoundeſſ rabbies of the world below Þ} 
re. got aſhamed to own they could not fal- 11 
comprehend, but after all the toil and in- 
ad 95 l ow axons, enquiries, Were 
8 2 . W = 


, 7 


<> 
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nes to fir down. with the great Apoſtle 
Rom. xi. No in admiration of. that depth 
whoſe bottom they can never fathom. And 
i acknowledge that ii is to me a mighty ple 
ſure, that here I underſtand. thofe obſcure paſ 
ſages of the ſacred oracles, which notwith 
flanding all that bold. criticks and learned ex 
poſitors have atiempted to livſtrare, do to the 
wa below remain ſo. ſtill : nor can it wel 
de otherways,.. becauſe they cannot diſceg 
how exquiſitely. the. ſeveral parts - of ſcript 
are fitted io the ſeveral times, pet ſons, and 
gccurrences, Wherein their all- fore: ſeeing Ay 
or intended moſt to uſe them; all whid 
F. Are obvious to us here; and conſequently We 
diſcern a per ſect harmony between thoſe texts 
that in the world below ſeemed moſt. at vali 
ance, Here, Epenetus, we have Clearly ex 
pounded to us thole riddles, of providence 
Which have but too often tempted even goo 
men upon earth to queſtivn God conduct! 
the government of the would ; "Whilſt the d 
Jamities and perſecutions of W 0m md. i! 
cence ſeem approved. by him * 
Jates proſperity on their criminal” oppote 
Here we are thoroughly convinced, that 2 
thoſe ſeeming irregularities which the heath 
ens thought fit to impute to the piddy whim 
ſies of à female deity, are not only conſiſtet 
with the divine Juſtice and goednels, bot : 
e of it. "I e foch a beli 
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and the 2 e, 7. 1 
lo, to intelligent perſons in | the world below, I 1 
em a great piece of ſelfdenial, yet here it. 
bes . as reaſonable, as there they find 
 difficu For Bildad (who/ was one of Ns 


oſt of that * "aed by mankind 
n the ſage © 3 av rg it is no wonder 
hat they ate apt to harbour ſiniſter thoughts 
F the contriver of a plot, neither the begin- 1 


ing nor end. whereof they are acquainted 
üb. But when once the whole of the divine 
pndutt 3 in Hh E ni of things ſhall © 
| | IL if W. all thole revoiu- 
f exapires, ſtates, fa- 
ar perſons,” which #jortals | 
N 55 "4 guarrel. wich below; d 
8s appear fo jolt; lo fequifite and en- 
125 that Lg 70 things that ee 1 
ere 05 8 iory fied us to deny God, x | 
het 11 15 Him: and: indeed, Se 
45 * a as ors with - 
NLA: 18 * * * 5 + 4 
general — "__ 
Sable wiſdory,'in 


ES... 2» 2 . n 
ve are here eſpecially tranſported. with won- 
der and gratitude, at thoſe diſcoveries of the 
divine goodneſs, which he is pleaſed 10 mak 
. Of. the reaſons.-of bis diſpenſations toward 
. each one in particular. G Epenetus, I have 
ſcen towards myſelf, not only the necefliy 
and joſtice, but even the mercifulnels of thok 
very afflictions that I once (when upon earth) 
imputed to his ſeverity ; and I am now fully 
convinced, no ſtroke I, met with in the world 
below, (and you can tell, my Epenetus, ibi 
there I. met with many, as well as great af 
flitions); either came ſooner. or. heavier, 0f 
Laid longer, than the: occaſion. that extorts > 
* I it, exacted. 
And 1 am baniged, my hopes were nere 
| 1 but to ſecure my title to bett 
' things than what I hoped for. Nor was my 
interelt, (or What at leafi. 1 thought then to bs 
bp ever prejudiced, but when it was more 10 
1 25 advantage of what was truly ſich. Tes 
3 enetus, all that unwelcome darkneſs, rhat 


* en earth ſurrounded my por- blind undevſtand 
. 15 is now vaniſhed, and did fo at the fil 
S dawning of this bright. eternal day ; whercin 
: the. reſolution. of all. thoſe- gobigk ies, which 
upon earth not only <xcrciled' but diſtrele ti 
< + BY faith, is granted to reward 158 1 
lere, Epenetus, (to draw to a concluſion 
. do not only converſe with Lints and an 


2 e eee 


* \ 


2 * 
wr ov — Sn bong. 
— 


" 111 2 te: 


ous Deity, who made them what they are, 
without at all impoverifhing himſelf: here we 
not only enjoy heaven, but its Maker, God E 
ind ee him as he is, who is our all in all + 
comprizing all the goods we value in the eres 
tures, more eminently and fully, chan the 
bright luminary of the day, excels the twink 
ing tapers of the night. For we are here ſo 
taken vp with the contemplation and fruition 
of that glorious Object, (in whoſe infinity al! 
poods are both included and dilated) that ages 
humberleſs, as are the j Joys the beatifick vi-: 
hon doth abound with, will fcarce afford. us: 
elſure for a diverſion to any other pleaſures # 
han thoſe itſelf creates; which are ſo nume 
dus and fo intire, that we defire pode hag A 1 
ve have got, except more tongues to n 
ore praife's to the bleſſed God, or'a-capacity* _ 
v.pay him greater thanks for what we have? 
nd even "thoſe deſires does bis gracious age 0 
eptance make, in being but conceived, e. 
om pliſhed! - For other ways the reſidents" of 3 
deſe brigbt manſions do ſearce know any o- 
ber want, than that of need to wiſh; the 
dmplear bleſſedneſs of our condition, redue- | 
Ng us to a happy uſefulneſs of wiſhes, by giv= 
ag us fo full a pre · poſſeſfon -of al the objects b 
defire. Here time, Me fire; having de- 
royed whatever it does prey on, does ab laſt 
ke itſelf, and fo goes out into eternity. And 
ere he nature of ER Con , 3 
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Li after fome centuries of years; they may fem 
Lf - to.wax older, by having been enjoyed fo ma: 
| ny. apes, yer. do they really ſtill continue ag 
| welcome, and as keſh, as at the firſt: it is 
te peculiar. property. of our felicity; ĩt. always 
is the ſame, yet ever new. Wearineſs argues 
gf imperfeQion, either, in the object, or the ap- 
petite: the ſormer of which is impoſſible i in, 
= God, and the latter ceaſes here, 
Por our felicity is here. fo great, there is no 
need of vaxiety to be a 14 of it-: or if it 
does admit variety, it is ſuch a one as conſiſts 
W - only in the further knowledge, of its. ſt ob· 
= earth. i in, _ diverſified refraQtions of the fi ime 
it ſparkling diamond. In God there is, 1 1 max 
properly ſo ſpeak, ſuch. an iden ical varie 
. that the fruition of bim both fakes, and 
| creates deſires : though that, without ſatiety: 
ad this, without gilayi wr Other delights do, 
i like the clozhes men-uſpally wear, grow, ial 
and quick are worn out; whereas the bg 1 
FF veoly Pleafores We enio Hartipipate n 
= prerogative of ches gazments of the. l 
in be wilderneſß. nat imparing by bei 
lang + but 28, the peedle once: tgueh d 
dhe load-ſtone, would never, e e 
1 mas 2 be be ages, cling 5 pe 
1 a N t moment of iheir 10 
0 2 0 dere, mode rb NE vr 
| — by er BRIE e #, 


and the ch bel ä | 
ith moment were the firſt that they poſſeſſed " 
hem in. And if our happineſs does not im- 
prove by our enjoy ments of it, it is pethapßs 
becauſe the greatneſs of it does render it un- 
pable of increaſipg: or if gur leatures” do 
dmit acceſſtion, they alfs do receive it, from 
te aſſurance that we have, that we ſhall taſſe 


hem ever, and perpetually repeat the 'ſime 
enewed fruitions, to zn eternity; endarred” 


no hy nothing more than by the quiet t leiſure ix 
f it Wocs afford us vndifiraiegty to employ it in” 
ts Wctebrating of Jznovan's praifes ; and in à 


ondition happier in that by 1 it we ate paſt £1 
ng, than. paſt foffering ill. In brief, our in-* 
xhavſted joys are here ſo nomberlefs, and fo” 
mmenſe, .that we ſhall need (as wal as) have” 
ternity | ſelf to taſte them fully.” TWP 
But 1 remember, Epenetus, you ar +: 
the body, and may be tired With beating 
what I could be for ever a relating; :* fo vaſt is. 
he happineſs that f poſſeſs, and fo-great plea- 
ue is there in relating ir. I ſhall now 7 oY 
dre only further add one propert of or I 
wed happineſs; and" that is, That the 1 vaſt' 
nultitude of bleſſed fouls, that are Parten 22 
this Joy and glory, does detract ü I 
rom each private ſhare, nor leſſen the pro- 
erty each ha Y faint has in it in particular 2 
his ocean of felicity being ſo bottomleſs, tha 
e innumerable company of all the einne = 
0 — never * * It'; e this 1 


82 Ke riſi ons. of fg 5 
ſtrange at all; for in the world. below, which | 
_ does: conſiſt of many ſpacious, countries, and 
" many: of them divided, by large ſeas from one 
another, each ſexeral nation does alike enjoy 

the benefit of ligbt; nor is there any can 
complain that, they enjoy it. ſeß, becauſe and» 
ther does enjoy it too; but, all enjoy its be- 

 nefits| as fully, as if none elfe enjoyed it bu 

- themſelves. indesd there, is, this difference 

between the; Sun of 1 b d and, tha 

which rb the.. we lows that 
whexeas the latter, by. his, preſence, eclipſe 

2 the planets (bis, attendants); the former, 

=O though. radiant with a mueh greater, ſplendor, d 

= will by his preſence impart it to, bis. ſaints; Mb 
, a 

u 


” "2,047 — a> Foe Fg. eo I. 


aud ſo the great. Apoſtle; of the Gentiles doth 

= inform you, where he, fays;: When brifts. win 
= #s our life, Aral appears then, ſhall, aue appr k 
1 aifa: with bim, in glary.; - t 
i. ie the, language, of esch ber fed, fopl © 

= his. Redeemer, Jam my, Beleved's, and my 
AAalaued is mine, For each have a peguliat 
wic, unto, him, David (who, wen he 
med on errib, s, ſo,well ſkilled; in ſinging 
ſongs. of -praile; to; bis, Redeemer). f 

| thera; that, put, their troſt in Gr 

al. 2 [atisfy.them. with.the 7 atndj 
e bit heuſe, and make ihem drink e the, ri 
wer of- his, plaafurgs < ag if be meant tq inſi 
nuate; that; as when. a multicade.. of. perſons led 
Ae the Fan cv e nn 


8 0 


1 


"a 0 2 
er 
* — 


ad Wl to  exhavſt: it; and yet each of a had the 
de full liberty of drinking as nuch as he can, or 
y 28 much as he cou'd, though none bot Him- 5 
an elf mould be allowe 4 to drink“ of i it 1 (o-who- 3 
0: bever enjoys God, enjoys him wholly ;' or at 
de. (eaſt, enjoys bim ſo entirely, in relation toHis 
ot capacity, that the fruition of” whatſoever reſts 
\ce MI uncnjoyed in God, is forgiven by the immen- 
hat WY fit iy of the. other, and not the n 2 


is rivals. 5 


ies Thus, Epenetus, 1 have Piven 6 2 -bilef ; 1M 


ler, account of our cæfeſtial Ginza + 4 ir is not in- 118 


lor, deed the thouſandth part of tat which t | 
is; de aid; yet it is enough'to let ybu Tee, It is | 
or MW: land flowing! with” milk and wann! and 
who May well enough, ſerve to whet your. tonging 
ear or a more frontal add experimental knows 
: kdge of it; for noize can full ly know the hap» . 
pineſs we here enjoy, uhell hey. come tobe # 
partakers of it. NR hr * 7 
Epen. Junivs having finiſhed” bis bellen to 
out” I returved him many thanks, Aſfur- 
ing him, that I Was ſo far from bettig' Wed Hl 
vith, hearing it, that I Was exceedingly d "Sj 
phted, as wall as informed by it: and ar 
W could nor. but be möch pleaſed in hearing a 
eſcription of that happineſs, which, through | 
Je luperabounding' merits of my bleſſed” Re- 
On leemer, T hoped i in a ſhort time to” be 4 pe "Bos 
ay aker Of, — 5 
den. Fo Walt with mag [a "te 4M 


— Hu = — — 


[ 
* ' 
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= the 3 Junius) until your mortal b. 
dy be laid down, is what is now your work 
_ and then you will know far more than 1 hay 
7 von. Lou will hear, and ſee, and kngy 
"hinge en after another rate than now ye 
do. Your ears are not fitted now to he 
thoſe melodies at ſalnts and angels mal 
before the throne, nor can your tongue repe 
. ſongs of praiſe which here the bleſſ 
make continually. Your eyes (tho“ ſtrengi 
er above thoſe of other mortals) can 
yet behold the brightneſs of the glory th 
fills' this happy place, though I mult. gra 
What you have ſeen, has given you more ( 
table ideas of it, than all that dwell belo 
can make of heavenly things: which is 2 
vour ſo great and inexpreſſible, that you ha, 
ä cauſe to magnify his great exceedi 
grace, through whoſe abundant goodneſs V 
were admitted hither. a 
Epen That bleſſed. work (laid DI ne 
can begin too ſoon ; and it is a work I boſer 
= will never end, "bor be as laſting as the cal 
ol it. — Hut Junius, ſince I have had the hu 
; ih . pines of this converſe. with you, may 1 n. 
alſo ſee my mother here? (for I am ſure 
is among the bleſſed) ſhe early. did inſin 
me in the things of God, and cauſed me ſh, 
dM ry day to read the holy ſcriptures ; her pi © 
exhortations firſt of all made me look 
ed ad eternal P44 and a. her 
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— » 
de bed, gave me a ebarge, whatever others 
lid, to ſerve the Lord : ſhe I am ſure, would De 
har och rejoice to ſee me in this place. on EE > 
oi Jin. Your mother, —— is here i in- = 
Jed, and will, no doubt, exult and joy in | 
beipod on your acconnt, as the continually does Hl 
ms; her own; but in this happy place, world 
relations cen, Nor is there male and fer. 
lee here, but all are lile the angels ; for 
agi uls cannot be diſtinguiſhed into ſexes: and 
nGerefore all relations here are ſwallowed. op 5 
a Cod: however, ſhe Who you called mo- 
ger in the world below, you ſhall fee pre- 
e tly;——Hfe: had no ſooner ſpoke, but tak- | 
clo: me by the hand, far ſwiſter than an. ar- 
ow from a bow, we paſſed by ſeveral ſhining 
ms, clothed in the robes of immortality, 
edi do ſeemed to wonder at me as I paſſed theny; 
Mich 1 thought was occaſioned by my being 
Nee in the poor rags of frail mortality. 
neat Junius, having brought me to my mo- 
der, (for ſo I thought her, though then 1 fow 
Adioing form) ſaid to me, JF 
Vun. Farewel, my Epenetus, 1 knve now. — 
1 ne What you defired me: your | 5 
re agel will be with you ſtrai gbr, and re-con- 
1 v& you to che world below — = 
wy du come, remember that o not cea 
pie celebrate the mighty wt vic of divitieſt 
are, who has fo far indulged your weakneſs, * 
er N to 1 2 1 ay + with e 
5 1 7 ˙ ˙ 
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9 "Mi 2 mother, 1 joy to ſee you clothed i 


ta ms) for what am 


This rake of glory, Which you ſee me wear 
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r to foe the immaterial glories of the dle 
| Eper. The ae junius wing left me, 
Hraight drew near the ſhining form that ſtood 
before me, who, compaſſed round with ra 
of dazling luftre, appeared extreamly glori 
ous; I hardly could behald her for the ex 
g brightneſs of her countenance, or cl 
it ſeemed. to me ſo, becauſe I looked wid 
more intenſeneſs on her, than on Elijah o 
the noble Junius. But taking it for grante( 
it was my mother I thus addreſſed her, M. 


| robe of glory, as an inhabitan 

5 a ek eſſed realms of light and imme 
ity.” „65 

Mother. Dear Epeveiws, (laid my mothg 
m, to him that. is on the 
throne, and to the Lamb, be all the praik 
and n for he alone it is has made me fo 


is only the reſſection of his on bright beam 
Ah Epenetus, had 2 the hleſſed, ever ble 
ed, redeeming Jeſus, firſt . clothed. me wil 
his robe of 8 1 neyer ſhould hay 
Vorn this TY of glory. I do not aſ youl 
. Che continued) how you came tho 
WA: wed, "a cs for I have had alreach 

1155 1 account of that; and mu 
9 N 00 divine condeſcenſion ha 
e great in LINK opp k 


which eternal praiſe be given to him. Ah, 
Epenetas ! Through how many dangers does 
livige grace conduct our fouls to glory 1 
toon ot! think, but with the moſt admiring 
joughts of divine love, how near l once was  - 
lone eternal ruin ! L once was poor, and blind, 
ex ad naked, Cu out wnto the loathing of my ö 
ell, and lay polluted in my filth and blend: 
wie © the abundant grace that found me in 
h offit- wretehed fad condition; and yet to me MM 
inte ide it a tims of love! waſhed me from al 
itbinen, und purged me frem muff? 
d i once was nothing elſe but darknefs tf but | 
itau heir aculous und happy change! I new amfull IF 
mort light, and love, and joy: } once was poot = 
Pod miſerable, but now 1 am enriched with 
othelW'l that heaven can give; of I receive: I ofice 
n the: naked, and expoſed to fhatne, but now 
raifhſÞ-itt adorned: with robes of light and glory: 
e ſa once was under fentence of eternał le pata- 
am eſſeſt of God, my only life, and joy, aud . 
Wpreme good: O how tranſporting is de 
om pari ſon of theſe ſo: wide and contraty e. 
ame! And O how pleafant is che brigbe 
by of eternity, after a night ſo dark and o 
mpeſtuous! how does a vivid ſenſe of the 
Neis, prodaee a far and more lively feel. 
mul and fruition of my happineſs : this makes 
hie everlaſting halleluias, that T fing to wy. - WM 
J.; 12 E_ 
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3 Viſons of Heaven 
victorious Deliverer; more raviſhing and mor 
| harmonious. - 

Epen. I chuſt confels, 1 was amazed. to Gal 
my mother in ſuch an extaſie and holy tran 
fport: and could not forbear ſaying, Ah mz 

dear mother, you ſpeak like one that is i 

* deed in heaven, and. feel- dhe mighty! Joy 
* you are poſſeſt of !! 
Moth. O Epenetus, (che 3 again) you 

mould not think this ſtrange ! The mighy 
wonders of divine love and grace, will be th 
ſubject of our ſong for ever. Nor ſhould ya 
7 me Mother here; Although I once u 
E for here all ſuch relations ceaſe, and ar 

all ſwallowed up in God; who is alone t 
great Father of all this beavenly family: an 
'T muſt tell you, Epenetus, you are far me 
dear to me, as you are one that love and fe 
the Lord, and fo through faith is his adopt 
fon, than as. you are the ſon born of my be 
dy. It is here our greateſt merey, that. u 
"have God, the Fountain. of our happineſs 
and all-that we enjoy: is-in and through him 
who is an Qbjgft that is every way ſo ad 
quate-to all bx moſt enlarged capacities, 
in enjoying : we nod all that. we 0 
aſk. or think. 

Epen 1 then deſired: to ee if 1 ſho 
tell her, in what condition I left my faths 
and my brethren in the world ban, wben 


Was carricd thither rr? — 
E 7 Mil 


r eee 


o fall wt it off al relations in the flefts* here God ; 


tran riley grantor ee enn 
h band but the bieſſed Bridegroom of my | 
is! wl, he who is Fairer than the bilden Þ} 
' oy z who is alone deſirable to me: nor hass. 


2 Jof one Father here, and ſervants of one Maß. 
„, whoſe: bleſſed ſervice is our p free 
e th And as for thoſe 1 left behind me in 


Wuebatſdever it be. I ſhall. be glad, and heart 
tl rejoice to ſee o_ all heirs of this Bleſſed - 


: aufffaneritatice : for them E ſhall be well aſſured 
mo! will of God is fo Bur if they ſhobld-oloſt- 
ein with the great enemy of then fa lwatiun, 
op ud reſuſe — wer i, ers Gem, and. 


op ts their unbeliefj. Sod will de 
at uPorif in his juſtice, and im his glory. I (hall: 
any rejoige;. But fince- dean Bpenerwvs, you 
bin ſt deſcend: agua into the world below; yon. 
nnot-better-ſhew yous love to God;. and Zeal: "4 
the pſbmoring- of his glory, has by-en+ | 
& > Dy to turm them to. the ways of: rigih- 
ee nor — know bur ptr be- 
l * W 1 
22 dianih ns hog. = 
* der, n n m_ before me, 
| 38 3 ; 


here any relations elle ? we are-all childres: Þ| 


| rare below, I have committed! them to 
> wied, in whoſe good pleaſure I am happy. 


” 7 
— 


ine, | 1 


I tar, where they bad been ging lens. long 


— —— 
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Venen an in; long robes,. white as the mort 
\ ings brightneſs, and purer far than any thin 
nut ever yet deſerved that name, each having 
growns of glory on their heads, which ſpark 
led forth refulgent luſtre; and each one eam 
ung in their right hand a palm of victory 
and as they paſſed by, I heard them fay, S4 

b 

| 

| 


pation" to aur Cod who, fits upon the: throne 
And ta the Lamb: another company, who ha 
Avery glorious appearance, and covered the 
faces whth their wings; which I took to be an 
1 anſwered them, ſaying, Amen : bleſſing 
_ and glory, and wiſdom, and | thankſgiving, a 


| en, and power and m be unto ou 
a e e EVE. : 0 | . N 
I I then enguired *wh x the great compan 


e har were atrayed in garments of f 
| e, with gels of victory in the 
ds. And i wagto were the noble 
der 2 1s | who. baving endure 
bee. world, and laid dow! 
ves far the werd e God, and the . 
—— _ which they held; had. nou their robe 
=. waſhed inthe bloed of the Lamb, and hi 
” F-= in their hands: in token of. victory. 
then aſled from whence they came ? And 
Vs anſwered. they came ſrom under the a 
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Þ * ler and 2 thou nat 

ar blood on that"twel 
or” 2615 * N a 11 LE 3 
PEP 4 'H oat 


\ pon, I'thiought that all the ſaints Here ha * 
that Feſt, and peace, and joy im God, which 2 ; 
did not permit them to have any thoughts of 
revenge towards their fellow-creatures: and Þ 
was the more inclined te think fo, dera 
many of them have prayed for theit 
tors in the world below, even at the very 
takes, and when they have been paderithe 
hands of the executioners; and ities sſtrange - 
to me, that meek and forgiving {picirs ſhould - 
be altered here in heaven, — -  -: 
- Moth, The faints here do indeed poſſe. 
that reft, and peace, and joy in God,”-whieh - 
# the ſum of all their happineſs; but having 
reſigned themſelves intirely to the divine et 
pleaſure, they cannot but deſire God's will 
may be fulfilled in all reſpects, and therefore 
owing that it is the will of God ta render 
ribulation to them that have trouble Ol - 
bringing down his } odgme the a 
riſtian- whore, wha — 1 ; wr . wit 
the blood of the ſaints, and of the martyr — 
Zeſus, they cannot but defire:the en eb Ge 
may be done, and that his name may be gl: 
ed; Which they know will be the — 
f his erecuüng julgment upen - the great I 
phore-+ for wben Babylon. is 4 fallen, a new _ 


29 


_ . «it NA: 
© God halt avenged you of ber. e 

they ſing, Hallein! Salvation, and ęlny if 
and ' honour, and power, unte the Lord ow 


1 dad, for true and rigbiecus are his judg 


= God, all ye his fervants, and ye that fear bis ; 


0 en be curth, is not out of any defire of res 4 


{ S — judgments- - 


; _ were tranſacting in the work below, and w 


i 

= ments; for he hath judged the great where, i 
=. which did corrupt the earth with her fornica- 
tion, and hath avenged the oled of his ſer N 
wants at her hund: and therefore praiſe out 


name, both ſmail and great : and again they 
fing halleluia. So that their erying under the a 

altar, how lang, O Lord, holy and true, doſt 
thou not avenge our blood on them that dwel 


venge, but that — de f 


Epen. Having dechred wy. Asad 1 
ber anſwer, þ deſired to know whether t 
fouls of the bleſſed underſtood what offi 


ther they had an concern therein. / 
Moak To this he replycd, the ſum of all 


err knowledge: here, is io. new God, uff 


W being Kill nice, though: glorified creature 


Fountain of 'our happineſs + but as to the #f ho 
fies of particular perſons, we ate not ce A 
cerned with them; * 7 


a? — all: places, is an 3 5 
peculiac. to God. alone; 10 Mhoſe fighs- e. 


| 4 _<rcatuee. is maniſeſt. "Phaughitbe prodperi 
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and the Glory thereof. | 
tant ſtate, is repreſented io us by the gels 
who are N ſpirits feat forts 


er to thoſe that fhall be heirs of e * 
ind from What we learn by them, we are en 


The admirable providences of God in the de- 
lirerance and preſervation of his church, de- 
ing what we reflect upon with the greateſt 
— and delight, and praiſe God for, with 
he greateſt ardency of aſſection, deſiring alſo 
that his glory and his people's happineſs max 
de conſurnmate, by the redemption of the 
hole church, which ſhall not be till the bride - 
each made herſelf ready, and the e b 
dy of Chriſt be eompleated. EY ent 
MM. Eper. I then told her 1 wort oniy u oe - 
ne thing more, (for I believed my conductor 
pas ready to eome for me) and that was, in 
hat manner their time was ſpent: in this 
blefſed place, and what their general eonvers | 
ation with eaeh other was 
Meth. To this the regllndy: 0 Epenetus i 4 
o much does that clog of RO _ 
al bear about you, your underſtand- 
iog, even in theſe bright regions? You: — - 
bf us as ftill eloathed with mortal fleſhy'and 
tonſider not, that here mortaliy is frallowed 
Mop of life, arid time is changed into eternity, 
of Piment ſacceffion or end. It is true indeed; 
t in the world mm e 


wa cited to renew our praiſes to him that fits up- | 
„„en the throne, and to the Lamb for: ever. 1 


f we . —_— ————— 
_ — owe” "EN. alt ores - 


ag nan 


__ 


de. * 


. 3 other is? Eternity can only ſully anſwer it 
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lle of Heaven 
fox of gitne, which is divided into hours, and 
days, Md weeks, and months, and years 
but here there is no ſuch thing, here is nd 
ſach" thing, here is no night by which da 
are diſtinguiſhed, nor circling oebs that mak 
the ſeveral ſeaſons of the year; but one eier 
nal undivided point laſts here far ever. Anf 
therefore, Aae, here is no nme to ſpend 

But then, as to the other part of your que 
flion, what our general converſation with each 


wo all have work enongh' to do, throughod 
the numerous ages 1 z and that f 
very pleaſant and delightful; it both creats 
ont Joy, and till encreiſes it. Whar is then 
more delightful to the foul that Knowledge] 

and you may then ſoon think how: vaſt a Fel 
we have to trace it in: and as oor knowledge 
does inereaſe, ſo dd the adorations. w pay tt 
4h& devine Author of it: for this E our pecws 
Har pa „ that all gur difquiſirions bet 
of whatſoever kind, tend to illu rate the high 
— adoration of the 1 e 


Onn. | ; 22 
now many ner of the Dei 
penetus, do ſhine forth in the works! Hatun 
in the world below, which: ſtill Hie e det 
undiſcovered unto! the moſt elaborate 5 
ers into them ? How many things ark of hol 
below, you know not hew they are do 
| 3 are well affured that won Sor aye? pee | 


- tell 


18 
. © 5 


C 7% $% By a we 
3 og 72 l pooh 
= 4 


* . n * * 8 N 4 D 2 = 4 21 * 
* 92 1 

7 / WY Y \ * 

* { « 

% i. * 25 * 1 f, > by 

* N : . * 

5 2 O 4 9 2 1 2 ＋ 8 
N * * 1 . A * a 


U ho 1 tree rens dan MP ow . 
ited curious flower, from a poor ſimple lip 
ithout any Spy 7 and yet that fo it wad | 
evident enough. 

Why the magnetic Hoke attradits the needle; 
amber picks up ſtraws, are ſome of the Ar- 
na's of nature, which yet puzzles the wiſeſt 
mortals, to tell by what ſecrets /mpathies 
care to pals; although the matter of fact 
very obvious. Theſe things are made i- 
ligidle bere, and all their occult caules lad 
en to our view, which likewiſe does excite if 
r bumbleſt adorations and renewed: praiſes 
eateWhim, who is ſo excellent in working. 


ther and then again, the wotidrous m agnitude, 18 
age well as contextures, of the ceeleſtia] - Þ._ 
Helqhhich vain aſtrologers in vain pretend to pe- a . 
ledgi hte) are here both in their cauſes and ef- | 


made known unto the bleſſed, «who bes | 
filed with hi igheſt- admiration, adore- the | | 
r bleſſed God for all his works of wonder. | \ 
a 
| 


Not that we bave this knowledge barely by 


Ates receive a great addition: for here we 


de vie can bahold more, than ue 
ſucceſſively below in many years: to which 


ſwifineſs — motion does re 
+ 08 ; by: 2 Sinn A wt 408 
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REES imple intuition, but by the mutual exerciſe 
i... Four diſcurſive faculties, whereby: our know-' 
ail becomes progreſſive. Nor do I de- 
gk but that by inthition, our here enlarged - 


— 


Z Viſions e Heaven | 
But further yet, the works of God's almighlli 
ty providence, and with that wondrous vi 
dom he has over- ruled and governed all 
vents, is ſuch a theme as well becomes us hei 
to be continually contemplating ; and whidi 
the more we view, the more we find occaſiꝗi 
ſtill to magnify the great and glorious nau 
ol the great Author of our happineſs. Theo 
cContemplations, Epenetus, has often been «it 
_ceedingly delightful to me, when in the wo 
below, where I ſaw things but very dark 
and loſt much of the beauty of them, by re 
fon of the vanity that was upon my pur · blit | 


underſtanding,” by means of which, I coy 
not ſee far off. But now, that all my inte 
lectual faculties are both enlarged and per 
ted, and I can fee the whole, of what I thi 
had but a ſhort and an imperfe& view 
it he how much more muſt it magnify i 
viſdom of the great Contriver 1 To ſee nf 
enger in the proſecution of their own deſiꝗ 
nz andthe fulfilling of their luſts, not having 
regard to any thing beſides the fatisfying W 
= themſelves; and yet to ſte. how all cee 
things are over-ruled, to the effecting of 
divine good pleaſure, and bringing thing 
long ſince decreed to paſs, although thoſe Mi 
ſſtruments knew nothing of it, is indeed ws 
j  — befitting him, who is ſo wonderful in c ; 
' end excellent in working : to whom be glu 
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and bleſſing, and praiſe, through all ahe | 
leſs ages of eternity. e 

Thus the eternal Father hah 4 
great Redeemer ſhould be born in Bethlehem: 
for ſo the prophet Micah had declared, ſay- 
ing, But thou Bethlehem Ephrata, though thou ' 
be little among the thouſands of Fudah, yet 
but of thee ſhall he come forth unto me,-whois 
to be Ruler in 1H+acty whoſe goings forth haue 
ren from of old, from euerlaſiing. But wben 
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wot! 
ark\Mic rime drew near he ſhould be born, the 
y eſſed Virgin lived at Nazareth, with her 8 | 


blit pouſed huſband joſeph, deſigning nothing 
couli&!ſe but to lye in there; which would have Ji 
int pontradicted what the prophet Micah by di- 
perfaſſÞine inſpiration bad long ago foretold: and 
tu erefore at this time Augaſtus Czlar the Ro- 
e an emperor, puts out a decree, that all the 
Inpire ſhould be taxed, and each one in his 
fy Men city from which he deſcended, and that 
e n oth men and women; this cauſed: the bleſſed Þ} 
efjonW#gin,- and her eſpouſed huſband, tog (xo 
wing ethlehem, (big as ſhe was, and far was the 
ing jay) that they might there be taxed, acgord- 008 
| hg. to what: Cæſar had decreed ; andithere ii 
of Ne Lord of life muſt then be born,; acoording | 
thin what Micah propheſied. Cæſar aimed on 
ole] his getting money; and yet that aim of 
d e, through the divine Wiſdom rere 
was made a means to bring about the ful- 
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ty providence, and with that wondrous v 
dom he has over- ruled and governed all 
vents, is ſuch a theme as well becomes us hei 
to be continually contemplating ; and whit 
the more we view, the more we find occaſio 
ſtill to magnify the great and glorious nan 
ol the great Author of our happineſs. The 
oOentemplations, Epenetus, has often been « 

ceedingly delightful to me, when in the voi 
below, where I ſaw things but very dark| 
and loſt much of the beauty of them, by re 
ſon of the vanity that was upon my pur · blit 
underſtanding,” by means of which, I coy 
not ſee far off. But now, that all my inte 

lectual faculties are both enlarged: and per 

ted, and I can fee the whole, of what I thi 
had but a ſhort and an imperſect view 
bow much more pleaſant and delightful mi 
it be! how much more muſt it magnify t 

p _ wiſdom. of the great Contriver ! To ſee na 

=! eager in the proſecution of their own deſign 

* . 2 — fulfilling of _ luſts, 288 0 

regard to any thing beſides the ſatisfying W 
= themſelves; and 3 to ſte. ne the 
things are over - ruled, to the effecting of 

divine good | pleaſure, 7 and bringing thin 

long ſince decreed to pals, although thoſe if 
_ » ſtruments knew nothing of it, is indeed v 

oF befitting him, who is fo wonderful in ca 

= endexcellent in working : to whom be gli 
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leſs ages of eternity. e 
Thus the eternal Palber hed: 1 
great Redeemer ſhouid be born in Bethlehem: 


for ſo the prophet | Micah had declared, ſay- 
ing, But thou Bethlehem Ephrata, though then 


be little among the thauſands of Fudah, yet 


of thee ſpall he come forth unto me, be is _ 
Sings forth have 
een from of. old, from everlaſſing. But wben 
be rime drew near he ſhould be born, the 
bleſſed Virgin lived at Nazareth, with her e- 


b be Ruler in 1ſraety. whoſe 


pouſed huſband Joſeph, deſipning nothing 
ſe but to lye in there; Which would have 


ontradicted what the prophet Micah by di- 
ine inſpiration bad long ago foretold: and 


jerefore at this time Auguſtus Czlar the Ro- 


jan emperor; puts out a decree, that all the 
npire ſhould be taxed, and each one in his 
sn city from which he deſcended, and that 


oth men and women; this cauſed: the blefled 


gin, and her eſpouſed huſband, to g to 
gethlehem, (big as ſhe: was, and far was the - 


ay) that they might there be taxed,:acgard= 3: 
ig. to; what: Cæſar had decreed ; and there 


e Lord of life muſt then be born, acedr 


his getting money; and yet that aim of 
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nd biaſing, and'praiſe, through allahe end 9 


n Viſteus of 1 de | 
WW ter 0 the birth of che AriGab. This tend 


exceedingly to magnify the mighty -wiſdon 
and over · rulmg Providence of God, ho go- 


ed journey; this he efteemed a very great af 


= verns all a He 10 his own. glory: and his peo 
3 | c 8g 

3 2 ee know a i perſon, 1 in the world 
| below, who having propoled 10 go fee off 
friend, and ſtay at his houſe ſome days, fel | 
down as. he was going up on horſe-back, and 
broke his leg; which put a ſtop to his inten 


fliction; but in a feè days after received in 
| telligence, that his friend's hauſe was caſually 
burnt that very night that he intended to hau 
lain there, and all the people i in it: this mad 
him look on that which he at firft thought 1 
be an affliction, to be a mercy to him; ant 
chat the breaking of his Jeg, was but in orde 
to the ſaving, of his life. Many ſuch inftancy 
of divine love and goodneſs might be given 
= which here the bleſſed retain a lively ſenſe oi 
and mention in their ſongs of praiſe and hal 
n 4 
Again, my Epenetus. all the bleſſed an 
eternally Kao, 7 in ſinging praiſes to bin 
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1 5 who by his wondrous grace has brought then, 


to his glory. Here we be phinly Rr | 
= of evcrlafiing ruin, in arhich we were ſo li 
ww pionge ourſelves, had he not Hopped ou, 
= way. He often hedged ap our way wit 
1 AGEs not wave to def | 


_ tion 


V. 1 2 ” 
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4 ant the Glory theref © 
bon. The various methods of his gr 


repeat to- one another, and join in one great 


rorld grace upon us, whereby V. 2 are alfimilated 
de Wore mito his fkeneſs, which is out * 


| bappine fs. 


an” Thus, Epenets, I babe anbeerod your aß 
Wieltion, which you will better underftagd, - 
it When you ſhall come to; be clothed with im- 

I in tnortaliry;—In the mean time, Walk wor- 


ny of the grace you have received; and Ter 
ot your attainments puff you up; bur give 
made God the glory of his grace; and let Wharf 


=" hou have ſeen and heard have this effect, "to ( 


ai tow (5 much more abhor your felf for | 


ordeiour own vileneſs;—<— The pteat how WY 


ance is Censtes who like yourſelf, was once ads 
pitted hither, declares he ſoon met with a 
zorn in the fleſh, leſt he ſhould: elſe have 
| ball; en puſt up too wucb for the abundant re- 


nin be your beft defenee; ſuch God exalts; 
hilſt he the proud deprefies, —1 fee 

1 ardian angel's coming towards yon; and 
0 li'Wherefore, Epenetus, fare · you- well ui nene 
d cu on come, and then we will part no more. 
roſe 2 She had no ſooner ſpoke, but the 


:d an mple therefore keep you humble; 21 


ace, | 4 
whereby” he brought us to himſelf, we here 


thorus to his praiſe: and whi'ſt we praiſe 
kim thus, he ſtreams forth emanations of his 
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me me from the world below to ahis Place of 
5 bpb, was preſent with me : to you 
as I was bowing, 
Angel. Bow to the ens (nid he) and 
24 not to me; I have already told you, I am 
« thy fellow cre;-ure and therefore wo ſhip 
God alone, for he alone i is worthy: of ads 
| © © ration.”—Haſft thou obſerved theſe heavens 
Wikenſions well? 
Epen. I then replied, 1 have obſerved," an 
have almoſt been raviſhed with their glory} 
but even here 1 could but fee in part; their 
bene was too bright, and too diaphanou 
for my beholding. And yet the fipht was 
extremely delightful, that 1 could with 1 — 
_ tay here for — 8 
Angel. I have, replied the- 4 a commi 
Ag ro reconduct you fo the world below 
. fiot only to the earth, from. whence 1 too 
vou, but to the regions of the prince of dark 
neſs, that thou mayeſt there ſee the reward o 
ſin, and what incenſed juſtice has prepared 
as the juſt judgment of their rebellion, wh 
would exalt themſelves above the throne 0 
- . the moſt- High. But do not there ſore be a 
WW -fraid; for as 1 have. a commiſſion to brin 
| A thee thither, fo have I likewiſe to bring th 
back again, and deave thee in the world fron 
whence I took thee, till thou haſt there pr 
Ba 22 e inen 1 ſhall once e ; 
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. cg there. 120% i 
de oflihy conductor hither, where thou ſhale lies | 
done ever with all the bleſſed here. 


Epen. Theſe laſt words of the angel a 
it were put new life into me: for te. 
heaven for earth, was that which did exweme- 
diſeompoſe me, and wenld have rendered 
e uniconſolable, bur that I knew the divine 
ll was ſuch. Bur to leave heaven fbr hell, 
5 that which turned my very heart with 
and we. However, when I knew that it: was the 
ory eine good pleafore that I ſhould be returned 
theifiom thenee to earth again; and there pur os 
nouſnortality, and then be re- conducted up 0 


| and 
I am 
1 (hip 
ade 
wen 


as eaven, I was a little comforted} and und 
nighſvithin myſelf an intire reſignation 10 the willi 
9 f God ; and therefore: fai ? wite ome aſs 
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amiſfſince to my bright-conduRor, that which the. 
lou Peffed- God bas ordered; T l be always- 
tool ling to obey, of whoſe — 15 Ti ; 
a bad to very. hirge xperien 82 oY 
ra 0 — ; 


ared 
wh 
ne 0 
be 4 
bring 


Wig To Ar dining ea. 
Bains Where. ever the bleſſed God es 
ence, there. is- heaven, und whilt 8 
ve in hek, el, be will be with _— : FA 
Epen. Then bowing lowibe A 

* Fwifter ban, thought 22 
1 me ten thouſand. lese 


y ſton 0 of 5 Habven:: - 
hee: the. impe rial beavens, where: when ] 
- faw thoſe bet globes of fire, whoſe ever 
burning lamps of the ætherlal beavens, I thut 
beſpoke my bright conductor; that I had 
beæard, when J was upon earth, that each ond 
of thoſe fixed ſtars were worlds; and 1 be 
lie ved they might; becauſe, though here they 
are of ſuch a mighty magnitude, they ſeen 
to us on earth, juſt ſuch ſmall things as what 
the earth ſeems heie; although indeed the 
earth ſeems here more dark, than they d 
unto thoſe that are on earth. But having 
ſuch an opportunity, L Would willingly be in 
hg med from vou what truth there is therein 
Angel. To this my ſhining gyardian an 
1 . me, to bim who is Almi Ney, there is 
1 I nothing impoſſible; nor can there be a bound 
e. infinity.,, The ever-bleſſed God took 
x days time io make the world below, but 
= could as weill have made it in one moment 
i be bad ſo determined; it was the putting 
Wl 2 . focth,off bis al mighty power that did effect it; 
1 and What. that power can do, there is none 
2 tell, but he that does poſſeſs it. But fron 
bis-pewer, to argue, it is his will, is no goo 
# pick in the ſchool of heaven... He doe 
- whatever be pleaſes, both in heaven above, 
and in the earih helow and what he pleaſeß 
to reveal to us, WE-know ; and what he bat 
1 fp A ar pr kercts, locked derer bi 
70 mo” 3 52 s 8 "4 +4 preſun 
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nes of Fade. 
ive curioſity for any creature to en- 

quire into. "Thea 19 no- ok bur: he gan ü 
make as many worlds as there are ſtars in hea® if 
ven, if it pleaſes. him; bat that he bas dene 
ſo, he has not yet revealed, nor is it therefore. | 
our duty to enquire. 4 . 

By this time, we were come en to the- 
oweſt regions of the air, where. l ſaw multi- 
wdes- of horrid: forms, and diſmal dark ap- 
pearances, fly from the Giving: preſence of © 
ty bright conductor. 

Epen. Theſe ſure,” faid 15 are tome of he. 
vanguard of bell, o black and ſo ffrighting 

re their forme. 

Angel. Theſe are, faid my condone; mes... I 

of the. apoſtate ſpirits, that. wander. up and - d F 
— in the air, and on the earth, like roa. j, 
* ſeeking whom they may: devour: A | 

though. they are fled hence, you in ſee 

quickly in their own dark tef Fiories : 9 
bo we are RoW. onde! borders s of the 3055 mo 
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Vis cannot hurt you, though they would; fo 
| #4 By which Sante are 4 weld 


1 Vin if Hola 


which was attended with a ſtink more ſuffb- 
eating far then that of burning brimſtone; 


my ears were likewiſe filled with the horrid 
yellings of the damned ſpirirs, that all the 
moſt difeordant notes on earth, were in com- 
_ pariſon of this, melodious . 

Ang. New, faid my guardian ang, you 
are on the verge of hell: but do nor fear the 
Fee of the deſtroyer, for my commiſſion 

m the ĩcaperial throne ſecures you from al 
dangers ; here you may hear from devils and 
damned Puls the curfed cauſes of their end · 
| Jeſs ruin. And what you have a mind to aſk 
enquire, and they ſhall anſwer you. The de- 
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they are bound by him that has commiſſions c 


We nc gone within bets rerrito 
"hey." des in the caverns of the infernal” 
8 2 where earth's: center reconcile" 
Al thin „Where all effects do in their cauſes | 

I. 2 fulphurbus lake fire 
d with the adamantine chain” of da 
ens fired decree, fat Lucifer upon a buff 


ing throne ; his horrid eyes ſparkling wit a 


bk fury; as full of rage as his ſtrong pain 


i me him Treſe waridering fiend 
wma es we came from 3 fed beforc u 
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uffo⸗ bich pot all hell in an uproar, * thus 4 
one; Made Lucifer to vend his ho rid blaſphemies 
geinſt the bleſſed God; which he delivered 
ith ſuch an air · of arrogance and pride, s 
om inly ſhews, he only wanted ne * 3 
er rage nor malice. _. N 
Lucifer. What would the Thundecer have? 5 
id he, Ne has my heaven already, whoſe Fo 
xdiant ſceptre this hand ſhould bear? and 
br thoſe never-fading fields of light, my fair 
| pheritanee, confines me here, in this dark _ 
end- Pouſe of death, ſorrow and woe. What, 
aſk; Would. he have bell from, me, too, that he in- 
> de- ts me bere? Ah} could I but obtain-anos 
der day to try it in, I would” make been: 5 
oned bake, and his bright throne eie "Now 
Would 1 fear the utmoſt of his power, 
bite . 2 damen than the: to th 
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Tito as not nine: no winged wilt fo hays . 
ched roof, bid fairer for the victory n © 'Y 
cileFÞid- Bor ah l (continued be SIEGE: - 
zuſel voice) that day is loſt: and: am door 
fire or ever doomed to theſe dark territcchss 
ut it is at leaſt ſome comfort ro.me. fill, that 
enkind's forrow waits upon W rg i— 
willlnd Gince'I cannot on the e wall 
vin teck the utmoſt of my rage alin. * 
| We 1 was, amazed to bear h 7 
EINE £0 could not forbear faying* ny: 
* nabe how e are. his —_— Wes re⸗ 
hid ede 2 N 


ay 
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Aug. What you have heard fem this apo 
| fate ſpirit, is both his ſin and PRE 
© for every blaſphemy he 'belches againſt by 
n. makes hell the hotter te him. 

Me then paſſed on ſurther, amongſt di 
2 mat ſcenes of unmixed ſorrow, and ſaw tut 
vretehed fouls tormetucd by à fiend, wht 
without ceaſing, plunged therm in liquid fir 
5 and burning brimſtone, whilſt they at thi 
ame ime accuſed and curſed each other: on 
cf them ſaying to his: tormented. fellow fu 
. freer, O Lurſed be thy Face, that ever 1 
eyes upon thee I My miſery is long of thee 
I may thank thee for this; for it was thy pe 
 faaſions brought me hither ; thou didſt entic 
me, thou it was that didit en ſnare me thut 


1 


= 3 It was your covetouſneſs, and cheating, än 
| "Pome oppreſſion, and grinding of the poor 
_ that- — me hither z if you had but ſe 


In weng example, as you did an ill one, 
1 =_— for ovght I know, have been in heb 
| ven, and there have been as happy as I an 
now mſerable: But © wretch that I was! my 

_ following your ſteps has made me in thi 
_wxterched ſtate, and ruined me for ever: ( 
that I had never ſeen thy face, or thou hadf 

| heves been born, to do my foul that wrong 

that vou havè done. 
Ide other wretch replied, me may” not 
1 blame you'? For do you not remem 

. - ber: how ar ſuch a time ee you gu 
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Me me, and drew 2 and aſked me if l 
nent Would not go along with you, when { was - "x 
Mut other. buſineſs, about my lawful calling? ? 
Jon called me away; and therefore are as 
in fault as 1: though I was e ee 
„u you were proud, and if you learned * 
he your covetouſneſs, I am fare I learned/of 
my pride and drunkenneſs; and chou 
t learned of me te cheat, yet you learned 
Jo whore, to he, and to ſcoff at gocdneſs, 
, though 1 ſtumbied vou in ſome thing 
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| C furabled me as much in others: and 
thee Kore if you blame me, I can blame you 
pen auch: and if I havs to anſwer for one 
-ntic your moſt filthy ations, you have ſtill to 
mul wer for ſome of mine. I with you had 


er come hither ; the very ioo of vou de 
poor nd m ſoul, by bringing fin” afreſh into 
mind; it was with you, with yon it was, 
lined, 0 grief upon my ſoul i and fince T 
head not ſhun thy company there, O chat 
ad have been without it here! 
i {from this fad dialogue, I ſoon perceived,” 
it thoſe who are companions upon earth id 
: & ſhall. be ſo too in heil in puniſhment: _, 
hadi Lana on earth they love each others 
7ronf they will not care for it; In hell. "A 
is, 3 was the true reaſom why Di- 
ſeemed ſo charitable to n thy#: 44 0M 
nem would have them warned, that 46 „ 4 if 
* not ene this pee Rog „ 
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it was ie. unto „ Mel und not to th 
that was his motive: becauſe had they co 
2 thither, his torments would have my de 
inereaſed. NT ce ab 
But there were yet more e tragic ſceng 
3 for leaving thoſe two curſed wretd 
accuſing of each other, for being authors 
each others miſery, we paſt on further, 
holding ſeveral woeful ſpectacles; and ame 
others, one who ſtill bad flaming. ſulphur f 
_ cedidown her throat by a tormenting ſpir 
2 which he did with that horrid cruelty and 
ſolence, I could not but ſay to him, 
. _  » Epen. Why ſhould you ſo delight in 
| tormenting of that curſed wreteh, as to 
_ thus perpetually pouring that flaming and* 
== fragt liquor down her throat? | 
TDi. This is no more, but. a juſt reti 
_ aw; replied the fiend : This woman in | 
= lifetime was ſuch a ſordid wretch, that the 
_ EH had gold enough, could never be fat 
ed; and therefore now I pour it down 
8 "tos e ſhe cared not who ſhe ruined and q 
3 ſo ſhe could get their gold; and wh 
__te- had amaſſed together a greater treaſ 
wer ſhe could ſpend, her love of mon 
'o = + why not let her ſpend. 1 much of it, as 
_ ſupply herſelf with what the common nec 
ite of life required. For ſhe. theres) 
ten With an empty belly, though her bi 
e ls" r elſe n at — | 
| Ws 5 all v þ 
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charge; and as for her apparcl, it either ne- 3m 
yer grew old, or if it were ſo, it was alwavs- 
ſo ſ:pplied- with patches, that at laſt it was 
hard to ſay, which piece is an ofiginal, as it 
is among the learned men on earth to find ⁵⁶ 
out the' original of Nile. She kept no houſe i 
becauſe ſhe would not be taxed; nor kept her 
treaſure” in her hands, for fear the (hov'd be 
robbed z nor let it out without good bonds ME 
and mortgages, for fear of being cheated; ü 
ithough-ſhe ever cheated” all ſhe could, and. __ 
was herſelf ſo great à cheat, ſhe cheated her I 
own body of its food, and her own tout of 
mercy. And yet this curſed wretch had but 
me child in all the world to give it to, Whom 
he had brought up ſo, ſhe knew no more 
Wow to make of it than her mother did; — 
retriÞince gold then was her god on earth, is ic 
in Pot juſt iat ne chould have her belly: full in I | 


0 
and 


tho gell? 8 . "= 
> ati pes; When bet vegzbentbt Bad done 8 ib. = 
wn Mg, Laſked her whether what he ſaid Were 
and t le or not ?— To this, ſhe anfwered ! „ 
my grief it is not. Howe to” pour grief, 4 
id 12 Yes, to my grief 0 The": Beeaule, - : 


ere that which my tormentor tells you; e, 
mould be better fatisfied ; he tells you, 
is gold he pours down my ar Dy 
a lying devil, and ſheaks't falſely ; were it 
at gold, I never ſhould complain? but ne · 1 
es * rhe n ers 
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gives me horrid ſtinking ſulphur: had I my 
gold, I ſhould be happy it: which ! ſo truly 
value, that if I had it here, I ſearee would bribe 
beaven with it, to be removed from hence. 
I couid not forbear telling. my conductor, I 
was amazed to hear a wretch, in hell it ſelf 
fo doat upon her riches, and 2hat w whill 
in the tormentar's hands. 
| Ang.” This may (ſaid he) convince po that 
ir is lin that is the greateſt of all evils; and 
where the love of that prevails, that foul is 
loſt for ever, Aud therefore it is the re fl 
all puniſhments to be abandoned to ——_— 8 
ſin. ”" The love af gold, (to which this curſe 
creature is given up) is a more exquiſite ar 
ftaztal puniſhment, than that which the apoſiu 
3 | inn here infliẽt upon her 
Epen. Oh ! ſaid I, could but An 

on earth, for one ſiwall moment lay their « ear 
to this mouth of Tophet, and hear thoſe hc 
rid Mrieks of damned fouls, ey could not 
in love with ſin again. 

Ang. Eternal Trum has told us otherways 
for: t50ſe. that will not bear his miniſters, no 
have regard to What his werd contains, w 

be ; armed, though one handed need 


- Wend den eome mash foreber; Be 
3 „ A wietched gl tic an a bed of burn) 
„ almaſt chSesked with brimſtone t wi 

e N e ee eee, 
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my with 2 note of deſperation : which made 1 
ruly MW to defire my conductor to ſtay a while, that + 
ribe might liſten more attentively to what he laid; 


0 J . 4% * , £ *. * — Y E 4 : ; 1 1 1 — 2 > = 2 24 5 _ - 2 * f 
- * > em 72 1 
# > « N " 
* : ” 8 2 1 
f 7 0 
% — 1 b ? 
ws . £ 3-2, EE 
- 


"oh pag the Dane.” 111 


e and hereupon 1 heard him ſpeak as. fo lows.” + 7 fi 


T, [ Ah, miſer2 ble wretch! HEINE for « ever, for 4 | o 


ſelf, ever; © the ſe killing words, For ever . will 


hilſt not a thoufand thouſand: years foffice, to bear - | | 


that pain; which if I could avoid it, I would 
not bear one. moment of it for a thouſand | 


u ill have an end: after the thonfand-thovſand _ 

W years, it will be. for ever ſtill. © wa 
belpleſs, hopeleſs ſtate indeed! it is this er 
ever is the hell of hell O curſed. wretch | 
curſed/20/ all eternity ! How wilfuily have 1 


| guilty of, to chboſe' ſin's ſhort and momen- 
try pleaſures, at the dear rate of everfaſting 


fin, that would be ſure ta bring me to the 
Ncebambers of eternal death but I, like the 
ways deaf adder, lent no car unto thoſe carers, | 
, no tough they charmed fo wiſely, They teld 
vil me oſten, that my ſhort lived eee ene 
quickly iſſue in eternal pain; and now, too 

ad experience. tells me ſo: ir tells me 4 . 


ternal ſlate is fixed for ever... Why had 1 
eaſon given me +. E 
| COR en yet eee - 
n care 


2 


undone myſelfi O what ſtupenduous folly am 


pain 1 How oft haxe I been told it would be | 
fo ! Ho often preſſed to leave tboſe paths of  : 1 


thouſand worlds + No, no, my. miſery never 1 | 


, ** ut 
Waren .1„ 
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deed; but it is #00: late 40 help it; Gravy e+ / ' 


; 1 care of ii O how my own negle&t ſtings me 
do death, and yet I know I cannot, muſt not 


vet to refuſe it, had been a folly not to be 
$ - forgiven; but it was offered me a thouſand 


dot now the ſcene is changed, the cafe is ab 
WH tered; for now he laughs at my calamity, and 


we joſt reward of my own dong. 


Bl without reflecting on the wondrous: grace. thi 


WE wretch; i be the object of eternal wrath 
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die! but lie a dying life, - worſe than ten 
| thouſand deaths; and yct I might once have 
helped all this, and would not! O that is the 
gnawing worm that never dies! I might have 
once been happy; ſalvation once was offered 
me, and I refuſed it, bad it been but onee, 


times, and yet (wretch that 1 was) 1 ſtill as 
bolt refuſed it. O curſed fin, that with delud- 
ing pleaſures bewitches mankind to eternal 
ruin | God often called, but I as oft refuſed; 

he ſtretched his hand out, but I would not 
mind it: how often have. I ſet at nought his 
counſel ; how oft have I refuſed: his reproof ! 


mocks at that deſtruction which is come upon 
me. He would have helped me once, but 
then L would not; and therefore thoſe eternal 
miſeries I am condemned to- undergo, is but 


1 could not hear this doleful ja mentation, 


ever · bleſſed God had ſnewed to me: Eternal | 
praiſes to his holy name !-for my heart tols 
me, that 1 had deſerved as much as that ſad 


and ies ly gone en 


3 * 9 


ame. 


me : 
0 how „ his counſels bet 
5 And who can Haien his divine deere * 


"YN After theſe refleAlions, 1 addreſſed _ | 
to the doleful complainer, and told him, & 
had heard bis 2 7 er by which 
| perceived his miſery was great, and his loſs 
irreparable ; and roll bins. I would willingly _ 
de informed of it more partjcalarly 5 rwhich (0 
pight poſſibly be ſome. alleviation bie a 
"+177 
Dam. Soul. No, not At all, my page e 
ſuch as can admit of no relief, no not for ane 
ſmall moment. But by the gufſtion you have 
aſked, I do perceive you ate a ſtranger here; 
nd may you ever be ſo. Ab f had 1 dur 
de leaſt hopes flill remaining, how would 1 
| cel, and cry, and. pray forever, to be re- 
ecmed from hence! But ab, it is all in vain; 
3 for ever. Though that you may 
eware of coming hither, Full tell pou. nes 
he damned ſuffer here. +... ff 
Ou miſeries in 1 inferbel Aungebn a 9 
| e for ; what we: have loſt, and wha = (1 
* and; theſe 1 will. reduce each p WM 
i heir de heads; although the fad SY 
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hip greater fing t to What 1 feel, 1 


Firſt then, for what we have loſt, ior 
PI I this dad dark abode of miſery and 
de dave golf we enn 

3 bleſſed 
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bleſſed God: and this is that which makes thi 
dungeon hell. Though we had loſt a thoufand 
Vorlds it would not be fo much as this ont 
>| loſs: could but the leaſt glimpſe of his favou 
enter bere, we might be happy, bt we have 
Jost it to our everlaſting woe. 
2. Here we have likewiſe loft the Eumpan 
of the falnts and angels, and in their room 
have Hoching but tormenting devils. 

23. Here we have loſt heaven too, the ſe 
=_ of bleſſednefs: there is a deep gulf betwixt u 

and heaven; ſo that we are ſhut out fro 
 Uitnce for ever. Thoſe everlaſting gates, tha 
Tet the bleſſed into happineſs, are now for e 
ver ſbut againſt us here. 
43. Here we have loft all 3 this | 
_ 'to thc miſcrable a great loſs : to have tha 
' 3B God, who does ſo pity ſinners, that he ba 
*W en his beloved Son to die for them, to be 
ſo far from pitying us, that he rejoices" in ou 
mifery, and will do fo for ever, is that whic 
9 Eo to the very heart, and makes ou 
of miſery beyond meaſare miſerable. And wh: 
an be more eruel and tormenting, than tc 
> that Redeemer, that gave his very blood 
wt others, deny to pity us? nor will the faintſt 
and angels pity us; but whilſt we here an 
bowling i in our miſery, under the wrath of at 
incenſed God, the ſaints too ſnall rejoice * 5 
We are damned, and God is glorifed ; in ou 
ruction. Behold be diſinal iſſue of gur 7 
. * 
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5. To make our wretchedneſs yet far more 
wretched, we have loſt the hope of ever de- 
ing in a better ſtate: which renders our con- 
dition truly hopeleſs, He that upon earth is 
the moſt miſerable, has yet hope left as a re- 
ſerve. Aud therefore it is a common 5 
there, that were it not fer hope, the heart © 
would break, Well may our hearts break 
then,” ſince we are Heſs both. without hops | 
This is what we have lofi, 8 N to 
think on, is enough to tear, and rend, and 
gnaw upon our miſerable ſouls. for ever. Let, 
O that this were all ! but we have pain of -* | 
| rake, as well as los; and having ſhewed you 
is irhat we bave loſt, 1 am now to new yon 
what we undergo. O. I = I Yo * 4 
1. And firſt, we undergo "variety of tor> 
Wments, we are tormented here, a thouſand, 
nay ten (thouſand ſeveral : They bas 
we moſt afflicted upon earth, * ſel | 
iy more than one diſtemper at a time: 1 4 
bould they have the Plague, the gout, the 
one, and fever at a time, how miſerable 
ould they think therſclves? : yet all theſe. are 
ut like the biting of a flea, 1 thoſe intolle- 
e pungent pains that we endure; here * | 
dave all the loathed variety of hell to ERP 
with ; here is fire that is unquenchable 10 burn 
. a lake of burning brimſtone ever . 
Ig us; nt s en ben 
uth 
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deer darkneſs 10 effright us, and a worm of 
donſcience that gnaws upon us everlaſtingly: 
and any one of theſe is worſe to bear than all 
the torments mankind ever felt on earth. 
2. But as our torments here are various, ſo 
re they univerſal too: afflicting each part o 
the body, and tormenting all the powers « 
| the foul: which renders what we fuffer moſt 
unſufferable. In thoſe diftempers you men 
are ſeized withal on_carth, though ſome parts 
are afflicted, other parts are free. Althobgh 
| your body may be out of order, your- head 
may yet de well; and though your head be 
mm, your vitals may be free; or though you 
vials de affected; your arms and legs may 
Kill. de clear. et here it is other ways 
each member of the foul and body is at ond 
| tormented. The eye is here tormentet 
— with the fight of devils, who do appear in al 
we horrid ſhapes and black appearances th 
WE fin can give them.-—The ear is continually” 
WE tormented with the lord yellings and conf” 
EH nu] out-crys of the damned. The noftr 
BY Tinothered | with Tfulphvrons flames. Th 
- with burning Viifiers, and the who 
rolled in flames of | liquid firez—and 1 
| x Aon and faculties of our fouls are he 
tormented. The imagination, with | 
thou ts of preſent pain; the memory, i 
ing en what a heaven we have foſt, an 


1 4 1 3 of thoſe de ee we fa of duing 6 
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it 
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our minds are here tormented with: 
onſidering how vainly we have ſhent our 
cecious time, and how we have abuſed it. 


oughts of our paſt pleaſures, preſent pains, 
nd future for: ows, which are to laſt for ever: 
nd our. conſcience are tormented SIO a con 
nual gnawing wrm. 
3. Another thing that makes our miſery. 
upportable, is the extremity of our tors - 
ents : the fire that burns us is fo violent}, © 
hat all the water in the ſea can never quench 
the pains we ſoffer here are ſo extream 
hat it is impqſſible they ſhould be known by 


rength could undergo. TOE 53-22 


Flay ; but this makes our condition ſo deplo- 
dle, that there is no intermiſſion of our tor- 
Rents : but what we ſuffer now, we muſt for 


— e God; Fre: our * as 


er ſuffer. This cauſes a hatred to ariſe in 


— gainſt + 


the Torments of the Damned. 11 


Our underſtanding is tormented in me | 


"SY : 


y one but thoſe'that feel them.  Vindiftive , 
tice here difplays its power, in the:Abþ- © 
ning of our dying lives under thoſe great 
d cruciating pains, which: ſcarce an "LORE 5 


4. Another of the fad ingredints* of our 1 
fery, is the continuity of our tor ments. Ae 
prious, and as univerſal, and as extream v: 
ent as they are, they are continual too; nor 

ave we the leaſt intermiſſion from them: our 
liſeries are both extream, and always ſo. - 
there were any relaxation, it might be ſame. 
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Die God, continues our miſeries upon u 

5. The ſociety or company we have her 
is another ingredient in our milery: tormen 
ing devils and tormented fouls. are all o 
company; and dreadful ſhrieks and howling 
under the. fierceneſs of our pain, and feark 
_ Execrations againſt him, whoſe power an 
* Juſtice keeps us here, is all our converſatia 
And here, the torments of our fellow-ſuffere 
are ſo far from mitigating our e th 
 _ increaſe our pain. 

The place in which we ſuffer; i is ant 

| ther thing that increaſes our ſufferings, it 
the abſtract of all mifery, a priſon, a du 
Fam a bottornleſs pit, a lake of fire a 

rimſtone, a furnace of fire that burns to 

ty, the blackneſs of darkneſs for eve 

wad laſtly, bell itſelf. And ſuch a wretche 
place as this, muſt wenn, ee, our 'wretc| 
Ane. 2 5 
. Tbe n of « our r tormentors, 3 
Shes thing that adds to our torments. 0 
tormentots are devils, in whom there is 
pity : but being tormented themſelves, do 


. e pleaſure in tormeming us 


8. All thoſe particulars that I have recko 
tat up, are very grievous; but that whie 
makes them much more grievous is, that tht 

hall ever be ſo, that all our moſt intollerat 
ſufferimgs ſhall laſt nn is. O wrets 


un 
her 
men 
1 on 
vling 
<arh 
r an 
ation 
flere 


2 if 


but a bare; poſſibility of doing iti What 


d yet Almighty power can inflict no more 


and ſhall be in for ever. 
This wretched ſoul had SLE dra 
nd of what he was ſaying, before he was a- 


ane 
it 
our 
e 1 
to 
eve 
— it all ? How often were you 7 10d'0F 
retciflis before, but would not then believe it? 
Jo laughed at them that told you. of a hel; 
ly, you were fo eee pes to dare Al · 
ighty juſtice to deſtroy you. How often hade 
Jon called en God to damn you ?-And de 
ou now complain that you are anſwered ac 
erding to your wiſhes ? what an unreaſbnable 
ckoſfing is this, chat you ſhould call ſo oſten fur 
Yannoation, and 1 — ſo uneaſy under t? 

t thou own yourle! had. fabvutien offered © 
eraou, and oh fee with what face then 
4 Wan Le, 1 of being damned? I have 
* 


have , 


7 — 1 


e ee eke for Jeu a 


eln tormented by a' belliſh fury, who bid 
im ceaſe complaining, for it was in van: 
es, ſaid he, do you not know, yen hae 


1 
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God's novenging Jule g hes 8 me. | 
+ carſed- into everlaſting fire, is that which Il 
rpetually ſdunding in my ears, O. that 1 
0 ld reverſe that fatal ſentence! O that there 


+ it it that L would not do or ſuffer to effect ir? 4 \ 


han what I ſuffer now. But that I ſhall-for e- 
x ſaffor i,” is what I know not how to bear; 

d yet whar | muſt ever underg „Thus have 

hewed you the miſerable that we ade . 
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| - have hands a long time at repentance give 
you, but I was türned to bell as ſoon as 7 h 
{inned : you had Glvation offered you, an 
pardon. and forgiveneſs often. tendered. yon 
but I never had any mercy offered me; b 
- was conſigned, as ſoon as I had ſinned, to 
verlaſting puniſhment : if I had bad the offe 
of ſalvation, I never would have ſlighted 
s you have done: and it had been better { 
vou, that you had never had the offer of 
neither, for then damnation - had been eaſic 
to you. Who do you think ſhould pity yo 
. Th would be damned in ſpite of heaven i 
7 el ?. 1 
| This made the wretch cry. out, 0 0 ni 
5 continue to torment. me! I know th: 
my deſtruction is of myſelf: O that I coul 
forget it ! the Mt of that is here n 


1 5 greateſt plague: I would be damned, an 
_—_ therefore Juſtiy am ſo. 


Then turning to the Fiend that. tortur 
him, he ſaid, But it was through thy tewpt 


WE tions, curſed devil: it was thou that tem 


ttedſt me to all theſe ſins I have been guiliff 
of; and doſt thou now upbraid me? You ſal 
you never had a Saviour offered you ; bi 
vou ſhould call to mind, you never had 
tempter neither, as I have had continually 
thee, from whoſe importunate ſolicitations 
never could; be fre. 

* To e beni reli, Lon 
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t was my buſineſs to decoy. you kar ks and 3 
you have oft been told ſo by your preachers; 
bey told you plain enough we ſought your 
uin, and went about continually like tolring 
ons ſeeking whom we could devour ; and I 
was oft afraid you would believe them, as ſe · 
jeral did, to our great diſappointment: but 
you were willing to do what we would have; 
Ind ſince you have done our work, it is but 8 
eaſonable that we-ſhoald pay you your. Wa- 
ges. And then the Fiend tormented him à- 
reſh, which cauſed him roar our ſo horridly, 

| could no longer * to hear ms and 9, 
aſt away. 

Epen. How difi nal: aid 1 aha to my con · 
lufor, is the condition of theſe damned ſouls? 
ey are the devil's flaves While upon earth, 
ad he upbraids, and then torments em for 

, when they come to hell. - 1 
Angel. Their malice againſt all the race of 
lam, ſaid my conductor, is exceeding great, 

Wecauſe the bleſſed Redeemer died to are 

dem, and they: enjoy that happineſs from. | 
hich thoſe ſpirits were caſt down; . Ang 

is impoſſible. they ſhould. prevail x 


ſect, fo as to make one periſh, yet ſince tap 
now not who they ate, they ceaſe not to # g 
6 | Ba all to fin, by all the means they can; | 
knowing that is the way to make them mi- 
Fable: and becauſe many ſouls are ignorant 
fiber — rd Gp _ eee e 
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9 x: Fre and brimſtone continually upon them 
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che the right road to esrenf whil 


1 0 give every one their ſhare: oF torment, þ 
ein be fore to take care theſe hall not 
wh. © Ge 1 eee Foo on 1 10 ab 


vou have ſeen already, and will fee more 0 


men, yet are they therein the Almighty's a 


with extream rage and pain, whilft the. tor 


they came thither : theſs are thoſs ſouls'tha 
have been the great factors of hell upon 


. 


to their eternal ruin. And how they tres 
them here, for liſtening wo their temprations 


it quickly. And though they do it to ſatis 
the rage they have againſt them, as they art 


gents, and the juſt executioners of his deſery 
ed vengeance againſt ſinners, who wilfully de 
ſtroy themſelves, by liſtening to the devil. 
Paſſing a little further, we ſaw a multitude 
of damned ſouls together, gnaſhing their tei 


menting fiends, with helliſh fury poured liquid 


they in the mean time curſing God, then 
ſelves, and thoſe about them, in blaſphemin | 
after a tremendous manner, 

I I could not forbear aſking of one fiend thi 
bo tormented them, who they were that he 
uſed fo cruelly ? faid he, ON 

' Fiend, They are thoſe that well dee it it 
theſe are thoſe curſed wretches, that wouli 


yet themſelves were ſo in love with hell, tha 


earth, and therefore do deſerve a partioula 
regard in hell. We uſe our outmoſt gens 
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fer for, but all thoſe too, whom hey have 
ed aſtray, both by their doctrine * er 
PR” 

Epen. Since they have deen fach — Sins 
jors for hell, as you ſay, methinks gratitude 
hould oblige you to uſe: then a on more 
tadly. 

Fiend. To this the impadent gend 5 5 
me in a ſcoffing manner, they that expert 
patitude among devils, will find themſelves 
miſtaken : (Gratitude is a virtue, but we hate 
virtue, and proſcis an immortal enmity a- 
vinſt it. Beſides, we hate all learning, and 
pere it in our power, not one of them ſhould 
e happy. It is true, we do not tel} them fo 
pon earth, becanſe there it is our buſineſs 10 
utter and: delude them; but when we haue 
bem here, where they are faſt enovgh, (for 
or bell there 15 ny redemption) we ſoon con- 
ince them of their folly in believing us. 
pen. From the diſeourſe I had heard of this 
other of the devils, I eauld' not but re- 
k&, that it is infinite and unſpeak able grace, 
y which any poor ſinner is brought to he- 
en; conſider ing how many ſnares and baits- 
Fe laid by the enemy of ſouls to intrap them 

y the way; and therefore it is a work well 
orthy-of the bleſſed Son of God, to apes 
ople” from their. fins, and 10 deliver them 
em chr wrath te come. But it is an pnace-/ 
9s buntable ie ane and DR  — Ri 
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the offers of this grace, and to cloſe. i in with 
we deftroyer. 
Angel. It is fin; that Sag baidens the 
n end blinds their eyes, ſo that they are 
uncapable of making a right judgment 0 
things, until the holy Spirit come and anoint 
their eyes with his eye ſalve, and makes the 
ſeales of ignorance and error to drop off 
by they come to tee ne in a true 


, oo 8 —— — 


Eber. Going anden on, 1 heard; a wretdl 
complaining in a heart-breaking ſtrain, again 
thuſe men that had betray'd him hither. . 

Damn. Soul: I was told, ſaid he, by tho 
that I depended on, and thought could have 
informed me right, that if I ſaid but Lori 
have mercy on me, when 1 came to die, i 
would be enough to ſave me: but O ho 
wreichedly L find myſelf miſtaken, to my e 
ternal ſorrow! alas, } called for mercy on m) 
death-bed, but found it was too late + thi 


- that I was ſafe enough, then told me it w: 
00 late, and hell muſt We 5 as 


Devil. You ſee 1 told you true at lat; 
3 you would not believe: a very pren 
buſineſs I is it not think you? you ſpent you 
"as in the purſuit of fin, and wallowed 4 
2 filthineſs, and yet you would go to he 


en when you « die! ei Ws en 


n * 


the Tirments of the Dit, nag 1 
think RIAA that would ever do! no, he that 
n good earneſt does intend to go to heaven 
hen he dies, muſt walk in the ways of hol 
jeſs and virtue while he lives. Toa fay, ſome 
your lewd companions told you that. fay- 
Ing, Lord have mercy\on yon, when you come 
Mi die, would be enough: a very fine excuſe F 
you might have known, if you would have 
given yourſelf but leifure to have read the 
— that without holineſis there is none ſhall 
the Lord # therefore this is the ſum of the 
matter, you were willing to live.in your fine 
* as you could: you did not leave them 
„ becauſe you did not like them, but 
— you could follow them no longer: and 
his you know to be true. And could 5 
ave the impudence to think to go to heaven 
nich the love of fin in your heart? no, no, no 
eh matter: you have been warned oſten — 
onpgh, that you ſhould take heed of being de- 
ved, for God would not be mocked, but ſuch ig 
n ſowed, you ſhall alfo reap: 80 — ; i 
t vad no reaſon to complain of any ues, hangs” = 
as Four own-fotly, which now you fee too late. 
ben. This lecture of the devil was a ver 1 1 
ning one to the tormented je 
2 id J te my conductor, and contains the tf — 
aſe of many now on earth; as well as. oe 4 1 | 
hen. But ©: whar a far different SR | 
Wc 3 606" _ Pars ou what 
| e on car = 4 5 "Hf 7 . 
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Angel. The reaſon of that is, replied my 
ee ee angel, becauſe they will not allow 


themſelves, to think what the effects of ſin 
will be, nor what an evil it is, whilſt upo 


Ss earth: it is inconſideration is the ruin of { 


many thouſands, Who think not what they are 
doing, nor whither they are going, till it is 
too, late to help it. : 
We had not gone much 3 W we 
beard another tormenting of himſelf, and ap 
gravating his own miſery, by refleing on the 
happinefs of the bleſſed fouls. 
Damn. Soul. How brightly, ſaid he, * the 
F Eiows: in heaven ſhine in-the glory of the di 
vine image, whilſt I am deformed! and yet 
was once as capable of that glory as they 
had the ſame nature with them, the ſame rea 


bn, the ſame iniellectval faculties and pow 


ers; but, O What a prodigious monſter, am 
decome ! that 3 ſhould hate, and hate eternal 
ly, the eternal excellency:- now ſin and deaib 
are finiſhed upon me: O how vaſt is the dif 
ference between us ! They have the humat 
nature in its moſt exalted beauty and perfeo 
non; but I, curſed I, have the ſame natur 
in its utmoſt tur pirude and-deprivation: whie 
ders the compariſon unſpeakably far mon 
equal, than that would. be of the moſt am 
S ble -Jo' rely perſon flouriſhing in all-tbe gaiet 
. 3 of pad — 2op oe. 
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whence is this amazing difference, but through 


fin that has undone me, and brought me here 

to ſuffer, as the juſt reward. thereof, the dreads | 
y are fl vengeance of eternal fir. = 
it if} Epen. We were diverted FEES, civiog, any j 
| Wfarther ear unto theſe ſtinging lf-refietions | 
e we of this poor loft creature, by ſeeing a vaſt 
d agi number of tormenting ſiends, laſhing. inceſ- 
n thꝗ fantly a numerous company of wretched ſouls, 
- Dvith knotted whips of ever. burning „ 
o thꝗ whilſt they roared out with cries ſo very pier- 
e diffcing, and fo lamentable, I thought it might 
yet have & 
hey Miy, — 
e rea mentors, O ſtay your hand, and do not uſe 


low creatures, and whom perhaps you have 
yourſelves betrayed to all this miſery. - - 

Devil. No, (anſwered. the tormentor, very 4 
e dif ſmoothly) though we are bad enough, no de- 


know there 1 18 a God, although we. hate bim; * . l | | 
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by the corruption of a loathſome grave: ab: 3 ; 
my wilful and curſed fin ? it is ſin, it is only Y 1 


xelted even cruelty itſelf into ſome pi ; * 
- Which made me ſay to one of the tor- 


ſuch cruelty as this, to them that are your fel- 


vil ever was ſo bad as they, nor. guilty of 
ſuch erimes as they have Been: for we alt 


whidſbut theſe. are ſuch as never could be brought 


to own (eil they came, wy that there * ö 
ien Epen Then theſe, l L are > Alheils: a "3 
wretched. fort of men indeed 3 "nd; who had Ii 
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| pr RG note o ſooner ſpoke, In 
but one of the tormented wretches erles out f 


Wich a ſad mournſul accent. f 
Damm. Soul. Sure I ſhould know chat v voice: I 
it muſt be Epenetus.— 00 


I was amazed to hear my name mentioned ſb 
by one of the infernal crew; and therefore Ned 
- being defirons to know who it was, I anfwer- 
ed, yes, I ant Epenetus; but whe are you in W* 
that fad loſt condition, that knows me © 
Damn. Soul. To this, the loſt unknown re- 
NS plied, I was once well acquainted with you 
' Upon earth, and had almoſt perſuaded you to 
be of my opinion; I am the author. of chat be 
celebrated book, ſo Ow known by the title 
of Leviethan, _ | 
Epen. What, dhe reat Hobbs, aid 1, are 
Fou come hither! Your voice is i much 
changed, I did whe know th - 4 
Hobbs. Alas, replied he, I am that n 
man indeed: but em ſo far from being great, 
that 1 am one of the moſt wretched perlen 
in all theſe ſooty territories. Nor is it any 
wonder that my voice is ehanged; for 1 am 
now changed in my principles, 22 chan 
too late to do me any or mow 1"! 
k. know there is « God: but O1 1 wiſh were 
5 were not; for I am ſure he will Have no mer 
Son me: nor is there any reaſon that he 
mould: I do confeſs I was his ſoe on earthy 
2 ive How'he is 1 mine in hell; where he make 
* T“ 


20 . > 
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ce, Ime to ſuffer all that aneh power can in- 
wt Mfict, or that a creature is able to ſubſtain- 1 
feel, I feel, to my eternal woe, that I am now. 
the ſubjeQ of that power I once ſo wickedly 
derided : and it is that wretched cenſidence 1 
had in my own willom, that has thus betray- | 
ore ed me. 
er. Epen. Your caſe indeed is miſerable; and 
in et you needs muſt own you ſuffer juſtly; For 
how induſtrious were you to make profes. 
of others, and ſo involve them in the eme 
lamnation? none has more reaſon to know 
Whis, than I, who had almoſt been taken in 
he ſnare, and periſhed irrecoverably. 4 _ 
ell Hobbs. It is that, ſays he, that ſtings me to 
he heart, to think how many periſh by my 
are (cans : I was afraid, when firſt L heard: 
ich Voice, that you had likewiſe. been conſigned 
o puniſnment. Not that I can wiſh any per- 
on happy, for it is my plague to think that 
ny are ſo, whilſt I am miſerable; but becauſe 
very ſoul that is brought hither, through. 
eduftion, whilſt 1 was on Farthy, doubles hy 
ains in hell. ae 
Epen. But tell me ; * 1 ould Bia. be in- 
brmed, and you can do it: Did you indeed 
clieve, when upon earth, there was no God? + 
uld you imagine that the world could make ⁵ 
elf? And that the creatures were the:canſes 8h 
$f their own production? Had you no ww "I 
3 in e chat that told. you, it Was a- 
4 nother 


- 


2. VR "ht 


hben, of Hell and of 


| = 8 and not yourſelf? And had. 
A vo newer any doubts about this matter ? 


have often heard it ſaid, when upon earth 


though there are many "that profeſs there i; 
no God, there is not one that thinks fo: and 


It. would be ſtrange there ſhould, becauſe there 
is none but carries in their boſom a witnek; 


| Jor that God whom they deny. Now you ca 
tell whether it is fo or no; and you have non 
no reafon to conceal your ſentiments. Fe 


Hobbs. Nor will I, Epenetus, anfirered he 
although che thoughts: thereof ſtings me a 


freſh, I did at firft believe there was a God 


who was that fovereign, ſelf ſubfiſting Powerſſh, 


that gave a being to all other creatures: bu 


| falting afterwards to vicious courſes, whiciif 
rendered me obnoxious, to his wrath, I had, 


ſome . ſecret wiſhes there was none: for it i 
impoſſible to think there is a God, and no 
withal to think him juſt and righteous, an 


conſequently, that he is obliged to puniſh ihꝗ 
| tranſprefſors of his law: and freeing I was conf 
|  ſtiovs to myſelf, I lay obnoxious to his jul 


| tice, it made me hate bim, and wiſh tha 
there was no fach being: but ſtill purfuing 
the fame vicious courles, and finding Joſt 


did not overtake me, I then began to hop 


. there was no God; and from thole hopes, b 
Sean to frame in my own breaft, ideas fultabl 
= to hat 1 hoped: and having thus in my or 


hat, 
can 


4 ; *onghts,, framed a 90 e of the wor dg | 


* origin: 1 
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eine, excluding thence the being ofa 
E found myſelf ſo fond of thoſe new no- 
jons, that I at laft prevailed upon myſelf. 6 
ive them credit, and then endeavoured to 
iſten the belief of them on others, But ere I 
came to ſuch a height as this, I do acknow« | 
age, that I found ſeveral checks in my own _ 
pnſcience for what I did, and all along ſhould” 
ow and then be troubled with ſome ftrange 
neaſy thoughts, as if I ould not find all 
ght at laſt ;-which L endeavoured to put off, 
much as in me lay. And now l Bac t thoſe 
ecking thoughts, iat might have been of 
vice to me then, are here the things that 
oft of all torment me. And I muſt own, | 
e love of ſin hardened my heart againſt my 
later, and made me hate him firſt, and then 
ny his being. Sin, that I hugged ſo cloſet þ 
Ithin my boſom, has been the curſed cauſe? || 
all this woe; the ſerpent that has ſtung 
7 ſoul to death. For now 1 find: maugre 
colfy vain philoſophy, and thoſe new ſyſtem 4 
35 endeavoured to obtrude upon the world,' 
nere is a God, and that a great and terrible! 4 
oye. I find too now, that God will not bs of} 
xcked, although ir was my daily practice in 
| e world to mock at heaven, and ridicule” 
hatever things are ſacred: which were the 
| _ I uſed to ſpread abroad rat marr” =_ 
„and which I always fourid EST) 
; for eons 1 eee gh wh to ridicule the 
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a 2 W I always looked upon to be 
a fair way to betome my diſciples. But no 
the thoughts thereof are more tormenting 
me, than all the torments I ſuſtain by whip 
of burning ſteel. For nothing more provoke 
the offended Majeſty of heaven, than —_ 
-. . ridicule. what he has made ſo awful. 
y that which you have bald, it 
eaſy to Afeern the great malignity of fin 
*  gainſt the ever-bleſſed God, from whoſe mo 
righteous will and law, it is a deviation An 
it was alone your giving way to fin, that ei 
tailed all your miſeries upon you; and-douv 
leſs, it is a cruel and tormenting thought 
think, that what you ſuffer is moſt juſtly. By 
it is not my deſign to aggravate your mic 
ries, only I would aſk another queſtion th: 

I would be reſolved: I heard yourſelf and df 

thers in the fame condition with you, cry of 

of burning ſteel, and fire, and flames, a 

yet I cannot diſcern it: where there is fir 
- there muſt be ſome degree of light; and ye 
for ought that appears to me, you are till i 
5 _ iter darkneſs. _- 

Hobbs. O that 1 could but Gy, L felt | 
ibs how eaſy would my torments be, to th: 
which now 1 find them! But out alas, the fir} 
that we endure, ten thouſand times exceed. 
N all culinary-fite-in fierceneſs; and is of a qui. 
r different nature from it: which you alreadfſ®'< 
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were is no light. at all attends Its; as. does up: 
on ſuch fire as burns on earth; but notwith- 
ſtanding. all the fire in bell, we ate in utter 
darkneſs, But then the fire. you burn on earth,” | 
is of a preying . and, a devouring nature 3 far 
whatſoever. it takes. hold off, it conſumes tow 
hes; and when it meets with no more fewel, , 
it gocs out. But here it is not ſo; for tho it 

burns with that tremendous fierceneſs, which 

done but thoſe that feel it know, yet does it 
dot conſume, nor never- will: we ſhall ver 

be bur ring, yet not burned ; it is a tormeni- 
Ing, but not conſuming fire. The fire that is 

burned on earth, is a corporeal fire, and cans, 
not ſeize on immaterial ſubſtances: and ſuch. 
te ſouls: but here the fire ſcizes upon our 

souls, and puts them unto pain ſo exquiſite, 
ind ſo tormenting, as cannot be expreſt. It 
vas my ignorance of this, when upon earth, 
that made me ridicule the. notion of imma- 
rial ſubſtances being burnt by fire 4; which 
Pere to my own coſt, I find too true. 
en another difference betwixt. the fire that 1 
urns here, and that which burns on earth, 
s this, that you can kindle that . 4 ; 
ſou pleaſe, and. quench. it when 2708 ill: 
ut; here it is other wiſe: ire is agg 
yy the breath of heaven, like to a ſirearg.o f 

8 ls. and, it 9 for ever; and I if 
ore is moſt. proper iled, Fire \unquenchs 4 
phich here. is ike: 6 op ene 
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of them, thus interrupted me. 


| the juſt reward of ſin which now they fuffer; 
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tion. And this is what I have to anſwer unto 

the Jaſt ſad queſtion that you aſked me. 
Epen. Sad indeed, ſaid I! T fee what Al. 

mighty pawer can afflict on thoſe that violate 

his righteous law. was a making ſomef 

further obſervations on whar-I heard, when 

*the relentleſs fiend, that was before tormeming 


a  -= — ow wwe 


Devil. You ſee by him what ſort of men 
they were, when in the world, and do not 
you think that ey deſerve the puniſhment 
they undergo ? 

Epen. To which 1 Altered; doodtleſs it is 


and "Which hereafter you ſhall ſuffer too: fo 
you as well as they have ſinned againſt th 
ever-bleſſed God; and for your fin, fhall fof 
fer the juſt vengeance of eternal fire. Mo 
is it in the leaſt any excuſe to fay, you ne 

doubted the being of a God; for though as 
- knew there was a God, yet you rebelled 2 
gainſt him; and hind” may be juſtly pu 
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iſhed with everlaſting deſtruction from th V 
1 of the Lord, and from the glory « ) 147 
5 ar 
"Devil. To this the Hud replied, it is tru if 
e know we ſhall de liſhed as thou haf, 
mid; but if it be à reaſon why mankinf ce 
| Hhould have pity ſhewech them, berauſe th be 
fell through the rempration of the devil; it 4% 
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inferna} ſpirits, for we were tempted by. the 
bright ſug of the morning, to take part with 
al. him... And therefore though this aggravates 
ate} the crime of Lacifer, it ſhould extenuate that 
of inferior ſpirits. 
Angel. To this my bright „ cy. 
ing bad not ſpoken to them fince my coming hi- 
ther) thus replied, with a ſtern and angry 
gen countenance, O thou apoſtate wicked lying 1 
notl ſpirit! Canſt thou affirm thoſe things and ſep 
me here? Doſt thou not know, it was thy | 
proud heart made thee take part with Lucifer ' 
ng the bleſſed God, who had created thee } 
a glorious creature: but priding of iby ſelf in 
thy own: beauty, thou wouldeſt have been - 
bove thy bleſſed Creator, and ſo wert ready 
to take part with Lucifer, and juſtly art wuh } 
bim caſt down to hell; and thy former come 
lineſs and beauty changed to that horrid mon 
ſtrous form, in which now thou appeareſt, 
as the juſt puniſhment of thy rebellious pride. 
Devil. To this the apoſtate ſpirit only fad, 1 
Why. doſt thou thus invade our. territories, 
and. eome here to torment us before our nme? 
and when he had ſaid this, he ſlunk away, a8 | 
J if he durſt not ſtay to have an anſwers; {..;.; 2 
Epen. The fiend. being goneg 1. id 0 my 
congrats ſomething. I have already heatd a- 
bout the fall of the apoſtate angels, but have 
a great deſire to yo iniprmeddy ih n ö 
orgy. mere fully, % 46 1. i 
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82 Auge To this mv guardian angel anſwer- 
ed me, when thou ſhalt once have put off thy 
mortality, and be tranflated to the bleſſed 2 
bove, there thou ſhalt know ſuch things as 
now thou canſt not apprehend. © And there- 
rec in the preſent ſtate, deſire not to be wiſe 
dove What is written. It is enough to know 
— angels ſinned,” and for their fin were caſt 
A don to hell. But how pure ſpirits ſhould Yi 
have a thought 118 in their hearts againſt the 
Eternal Purity that firſt created them, is what 
4 on art not capable of comprehending now. 
The angelic ſpirits are free agents all, creat. . 
ed fo by the Almighty, who loves to have a | 
free and willing ſervice offered him by all his 
creatures; and this, the ſacred oracles inform 
you, is called a reaſonable ſervice ; and an- 
gels had a time for their probation, even in 
ves,” as well as Adam had in paradife ; 
1% Alling: But as the fall of Adam. was repaired 
by the great promiſe of the bleſſed Meſſiah ; 
bt - 1 all thoſe bleſſed ſpirits, who kept their fla. 
non in the great deſection of the a poſtate an- 
gels, are, through 4he wondrous grace of the 
8 MeMab, confirmed therein for ever; that he 
| þ Sight be the head of angels too, as well 4. 
men, and baue in all things the pre-eminence, ſt 
as well becomes the eternal Son of God.— But tl 
ende ſeen enough in theſe black realms ofifa 
| ue 0 and e 10 o ſhew the "glory oF eternalm 
1 5 juſtice 
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ver- police, which even the damned ſpirits, own 4 


thy o be ſo. For when that great deciding, day 
ſhall come, in which the, bodies of 


and, then appear before the judg 
there is none of the black ſouls but will plead. 
guilty, and juſtify the judgment of damna- 
tion, that 5 ſhall then Ne G en 
gainſt the 77 + TR * "x45 

Epen. 1 — obſerved, Gig, I, that all.of 


not the greateſt. maligniiy in ſin, it would not 
an · Ide rewarded wh 6 ſo extream a puniſnment. 


1 in Angel, Four inference is very natural, ba. 1 


there, is yet a better glaſs than this, to ſte ie 
juſt demerits, due to fin ; and that is by con · 


{upon the crolſs; there we may ſee the dire ef- 
Bets of ſin: there. we may. ſee its true malig.” 
nity... For all the ſufferings: of the damned 
here, are but the ſufferings of creatures ae 
but on the eroſs yon ſee a ſuffering God. 


never; ſo- triumph and kiſs each other, as in 
But that fatal hour. or ber here was ſully . 
is offſnisfied in the juſt puniſh wet 8 
rnalſ merey e 2 — Pad, e 
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ball riſe, and be united to their. ſouls again, 3 


hem complain moſt of the torment that ari- 
ſes from their own ſenſe of guilt; which juſe -. 
tifies the juſtice of the puniſhment.——This- 
gloomy priſon. is the beſt glaſs to behold ſimn 
in its moſt proper colours. For were there 


Ia mplation to behold'the. bleſſed Son of God- - 5 


Epen. Surely, ſaid]; . e abe di 1 
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138: Vin of Hell: and f 
"rb Gvation for poor ſinners was effeQed 
And O eternal praiſes to his holy name fo 
ever! That by his grace has made me will 
ing to accept of this ſalvation, and thereby te 
become an heir of glory: for 1 remembe 
«fore of thoſe loſt wretches here, have in thei 
bitter lamentatiens urged, that when ſalva 
on hes been offered them, they have refuſec 
85 t. It was therefore grace: alone that helf N 
1 55 5 N N * 

1 My ſhining enim 461d: 8 depenpon 
Em be muſt now conduct me to the earth a 
1 3 ain; and leave me, there, to wait with fait! 
i "nl patience, till my expected happy chang 

| ſhovld come. And added likewiſe, that i 

2would be my wiſdom to retain always a du 

I ſenſe of my own unworthineſs; for to be vik 
\ 10 my. o eyes, would make me precious ir 
te fight of God, and that I ſhould not tak 

this eswrton Al, becküfe the enemy of fouls i 
nh temptations, to puff up thol 
- who have had great diſcoveries and revela 
2 — of the mind of God? for there is nc 
thing thar the devil aims at more, than to de 
troy" thoſe who ate moſt dear to God + anc 
though be ever falls in his attempts, he js un 
I | ra eck ler . 33 and often 

|} 'F - "times prevails” far againſt them, as, 0 pe 
made chem to commit thoſe ſins; nbi | 

© lrpake them afierwi xd: 1go mourning 'to We 

1 ar ves. 25 v0 3 * 28 Gin P44 Las 

1 - 395 DP Ts 3 72 $4- 0 


= . 
* 8 — : — —— — 
a e — 
$0 


* 1 
os Torments 75 the Damned. 179 


ted 1 gave him thanks for the god eounſel 1 
e fol had given me, and told him 1 would de much I 
willy wanting to myſelf, if I ſhould not accept" it 
by ii as the greateſt kindaefs he could few me. 
mbeil Come then, faid he, and let us ſeade theſe 
theiſ realms of woe and horror to the poſſeſſion of 
ſalval their black inhabitants, — And in a very Hit- . 
fuled tile ſpace of time, I found myſelf on earth a- 
elf again, and in that very place where 1 deſign- 

ed to have committed that black ſin of — 3 
pon my own: murderer,” overcome by the te - 
rth af tions of the devi, . who had per ſuad. 4 
faith there was no God, as in the Teng, of the the q 
ang book related. — what way it was that 1 
nat i came thither, I am not at all able to deter- 3 
a dud - mine.—— As ſoon as I was by the bank that? 
e vid I before had far on, the bright appeuranse, 
us inf by whom 1 had deen "all 8 conduQed, 4 
T takt ſaid to me. eee ot of 
uls i Ang. Now Lecken, you khow where vou 
tholf are, and I muſt ſtay no longer with you 
evela now + I have another miniſtraſon to attend. 
Praiſe him that fits upon the throne: for e- 
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often For. all the ee of burn tf ter J 
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* = " of Hell: and Me, 

I " alone--.. And having for 5 time * 

of the amazing viſions I had ſeen, and of the 

1 ; wondrous —— —1 1 had * 1 ſcarce be- 

bh | I know 

And 

Ul en — 4. to return to my own: "habita- 

nion, I firſt kneeled down and prayed that 

I might never loſe a. lively ſenſe of all thoſe 

= . wondrous, things that had been ſhown me: 
and then roſe up again, bleſſing,and praiſing 
Sod for all, his goodneſs, and much admir- 
| on at his wonderous, Bruce, and condeſcen- 

Oh; 

Being a unto my tiauſs,. my family 
were much ſurprized to ſee my countenance 
-.fo ſtrangely. changed: and looked von me as 
i they ſearce had known me. 

1 aſked them what the meaning was, of 
"their unuſual admiration ? _ © 
They anſwered, It was the alteration in my 
| viſige that bad cauſed it. 
In what reſpect, faid I, is it; that lam al 

'l tered o 

They told —_ tay aui were: 

i 6 extreamly clouded and caſt down;. I ſeem- 


ed the very image of deſpair ; but now my 
face appeared abundantly more beautiful, and 


carried all the marks of perſect 30 and fatis- 
faction! in it. 


If you. Pad ſeen, faid I, what 1. have ſten 
4 . ven ved pet e, e Wange 


ONE 


the 70 ini of the Damned. 141 3 
red you E going into my cloſet, 1 
the took my pen and ink, and there writ down 
be- | what I bad heard and ſcen, declaring tbe 
20 hole viſions from he firſt to laſt : to which 5 
and ¶ are ſubjoined the poems following on heaven 
a- and hell. All Which I hope may have the 


that I ſame effect on thoſe that read tbem, as i Us Ky 


1oſe. had | upon me in a eee thety.— | L 
ne : z SS 4% BL SHE BER 
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7 Þ HERE! is 8 pure enge 
1 Where faints immortal reign * 
Infinite day excludes the night, 
And pleaſures baniſh pain. ke 


There everlaſting fing abides, 

. And never withering flowers; 

Death like a narrow ſea divides, - 
This heavenly land from ours. 


e fields beyond the felling flood, 
Stand dreſs'd in living green; 

80 to the Jews old Canaan ſtood, 
While Jorden. roll'd between. ; 


B07 SLAP ls ſtart and "EY . 
To croſs this narrow ſea; 5 
And linger ſhivering on the brick, 
. And fear to launch 2 


Cone we big climb where Moſes ſtood, 
And view the region oder; 


i Not Jordan's ſtream nor death's cold "KY 


Shou'd fright us from the ſhore. 
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pure are the we TIRE? the 5 TIF 
And all the region peace, © N 

No wanton lips, nor envious eye, | 
Can fee or taſte the bliſſs. 


[n their own glorious forms; 
And wonder why our ſouls did love, 
To dwell with mortal worms, 


Soon. make that Jay ſweet Lord, erben 
When we ſhall dwell above: 
And ſtand and bow athong them there, 
1 glory ing, * | 
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ee oly fear ad harkble: fag, 


Sets and awe become the tongue, 
That Iren tits dreadful | pagan y - 


* 
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Fear in the deep, where darkner dwells, op ü : 


Great horror and deſpair des: . 


Juſtice has built a-difmal hell, N 
And hoer 0 "4 Mat ere. ; { 
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There ſhall we ſee the ſaints abet, 3 


readful God adore'z © Cc 


Tormenting racks and coals; 
* Saran darts forth immortal pains, 
On wretched, damned ſouls. 


Satan, the firſt ner les, 
N *Roars, bires his iron bands 
; m. vain the Rebel ſtrives . TE, 1 
5 Cruſh'd _— Hobs NON be | 


a re his . . 
hog could ſcorn, a Saviour 8 grace, 
And 8 25 15.4 * . 
80 Mmultitudes of ſavers. ſie, 5 
gd darkneſs makes their chains; 
ur'd with" * wg they ery, 


>” their ER: and their blood 
2 a r old guilt atone s 
the compaſſion of a God. 
aer ey on to opts: _ 5 — 
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